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by Alex Gregory 


Suresh Kumar Ratnani (left, seen in an undated handout photo) was arrested Monday in connection with a sexual 


assault investigation involving two teenage victims. Ratnani will appear in Brampton court on Sep. 14, 2020 to 
answer to the charges. (Submitted/PWN File) 


A 52 year-old Bramp- 
ton man is under arrest 
in connection with a sex 
assault investigation in- 
volving two teenage 
girls, police said 
Wednesday evening. 

Peel Police’s Special 
Victims Unit said the 
accused, Suresh Kumar 
Ratnani, was arrested 
and charged with four 
counts of sexual assault 
in relation to the inci- 
dents, which took place 
in a convenience store 
located in the Sandal- 
wood Place Plaza lo- 
cated at Kennedy Road 
North and Sandalwood 
Parkway East. 
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The two teenage vic- 
tims were sexually as- 
saulted on at least three 
separate occasions be- 
tween June 24 and July 
5, according to police. 

Ratnani, who also 
goes by the name “Joe”, 
was arrested on Mon- 
day (July 6) and 
charged with the of- 
fences. He will appear 
in Brampton court on 
Sep. 14 to answer to the 
charges. 

Ratnani is described 
as male, south Asian, 
59, with a heavy build, 
short black hair, and is 
clean shaven. Accord- 
ing to a statement re- 


leased Wednesday 


night by police, Ratnani | 
has been an employee ! 


at the store where the 
incidents took place for 
“many years”. 
Authorities are look- 
ing to anyone who may 
have information re- 
garding the case, or if 
Ratnani was involved in 


other incidents related , 


to the investigation. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion is asked to call in- 
vestigators at the 
Special Victims Unit at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3460. 
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Municipalities demand COVID-19 financial relief 


by Clover Sterling 

Municipalities 
from across 
Canada, includin 
those within Pee 
Region, issued an 
urgent statement 
Monday to bring 
awareness to the fi- 
nancial crisis they 
are facing caused 
by COVID-19 
emergencies,and 
are calling on the 
government to act 
fast on their prom- 
ises before time 
runs out. 

The joint effort 


being led by the 
Federation of 
Canadian Munici- 
pal (FCM), is pro- 
posing $10 billion 
dollars from the 
federal and provin- 
cial government fi- 
nancial Assistant 
Program, to con- 
tinue to provide 
service and help to 
restart local 
economies. 

“Our residents 


cannot wait any 
longer,” the group 
said in a joint state- 


ment Monday. “To 
protect municipal 
services, we need 
immediate provin- 
cial and_ federal 
support to cover 
lost revenue and 
additional costs 
caused by the 
COVID-19 crisis.” 

FCM plans to allot 
$4 billion dollars to 
Ontario municipal- 
ities to recoup their 
loss of transit rev- 
enue and_ other 
services accrued by 
the pandemic. 


While the 
province has been 
working on the 
frontlines keeping 
residents safe dur- 
ing the crisis, the 
situation has _ re- 
sulted in city serv- 
ices taking on 
additional burdens, 
as local govern- 
ments struggle to 
keep up with tens 
of millions in costs 
for city services, 
transit expenses 
and more. 

The meeting was 


attended by the 
Mayors and Chairs 
from across On- 
tario, along with 
the Large Urban 
Mayors Caucus of 
Ontario,Canadian 
Municipalities, as 
well as the Mayors 
and Regional 
Chairs of Ontario; 
all uniting with one 
voice of urgency 
sighting that Mu- 
nicipal services are 
important to re- 
open the economy. 
Should the fund- 
ing not materialize, 
says the group, that 
could mean _ in- 
creased property 
taxes or reduced 
city services, 
among other cut- 
backs, the state- 
ment read. 
According to the 
participants, if the 
government acts 
fast, there will be 
no need for a re- 
duction of services. 
“By acting now to 
confirm relief for 


municipalities, sen- 
ior governments 
can avoid these un- 
foreseen property 
tax increases and 
destructive cuts to 
frontline municipal 
services,” the group 
statement read. 
“Cuts or property 
tax increases will 
unfairly hurt the 
very same people 
that the federal and 
provincial govern- 
ments have spent 
billions _ helping 
during the pan- 
demic.” 

However, they ap- 


plauded the obliga- 
tion of Prime 
Minister Justin 


Trudeau and Pre- 
mier Doug Ford, 
who have _— sup- 
ported the munici- 
pal services since 
the pandemic, but 
are counting on 
them to make a de- 
cisive decision 
soon. 


Pistol, drugs seized after traffic stop 


Two Bramp- 
ton men are 
under arrest 
after drugs and 
a pistol were 
discovered in 
their vehicle 
during a traffic 
stop earlier this 
week. 

Officers from 
12 Division 
said the arrest 
was made on 
Monday (July 
6), around 5:14 
p.m. in the Bri- 


tannia and 
Whittle Road 
area in Missis- 
sauga. 


According to 
police, the car 
was stopped 
due to officers 
investigating a 


violation of the 
Cannabis Act. 
Upon a search 
of the vehicle, 
officers located 
a Glock pistol 


and a_ small 
quantity of 
drugs. 

21 ~+year-old 
Zachary _—_ By- 
field, of 
Brampton, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
multiple __ of- 
fences, includ- 
i n g 
unauthorized 


use of a firearm 
and carrying a 
concealed 
weapon, while 


23 year-old 
Ta’Jaee 
Thompson, of 


Brampton, was 
arrested and 
charged’ with 
obstructing a 
peace officer. 
Byfield = ap- 
eared for a 
ail hearing in 
Brampton 
court on Tues- 
day, while 
Thompson was 
released on an 
undertaking 
and will appear 
in court in Sep- 
tember to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 
Anyone with 
information re- 
garding the 
case is asked to 
call 12 Division 
at (905) 453- 
2121, Ext, 1239. 


Out-of-towner nabbed after collision 


by Alex Gregory 


A28 _ year-old 
Wasaga Beach res- 
ident is under ar- 
rest after colliding 
with another car 
on Canada Day, 
Peel Police said 
Thursday. 

The incident 
happened 
Wednesday after- 
noon around 1:47 
p.m. in the Com- 
modore Drive and 
Williams Parkway 
area, when the 
suspect lost con- 
trol of his vehicle 
and “catapulted” 
over a fence after 
hitting the curb, 


= 


according to 22 
Division. 

The driver subse- 
quently hit a tree 
and a parked car 
before coming to 
rest. The collision 
was captured on 
video by a nearby 
resident and was 
posted on social 
media. 

Cops later dis- 
covered that the 
vehicle was being 
operated in a dan- 
gerous manner, 
which caused the 
collision. 

The driver, who 
was not identified 


by name as of 
press time, suf- 
fered minor in- 
juries during the 
collision. He was 
later arrested and 
charged for one 
count of danger- 
ous operation of a 
motor vehicle. 

The driver will 
attend court on 
Sep. 16 to answer 
to the charges. 

Residents with 
additional infor- 
mation regarding 
the case are asked 
to call 22 Division 
at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 2200. 
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Firearms seized after traffic stop 


Officers from 11 

Division have 
charged a man 
with drug and 
firearms-related 
offences during a 
traffic stop in 
Mississauga. 

On Thursday, 
June 25, 2020, 
around 4:20 
a.m., uniformed 
officers investi- 
gated a vehicle in 
ihe City Centre 
Drive and Robert 


Speck Parkway 
area. 

The driver was 
investigated, ar- 
rested and offi- 
cers located and 
seized two 
firearms, two 
airsoft imitation 
firearms, a quan- 
tity of Fentanyl 
and various types 
of ammunition. 

51 year-old 
Rafael Lopes, of 
Collingwood, was 


; 


arrested and 
charged with 
multiple of- 


fences, including 


Owner of vehicle 
sought after shots fired 


11 Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau are 


one bs a com asking for help 
peak weapon identifying the 
= t Lease owner of a vehicle 

ee involved in a 


Lopes attended 
Brampton court 
on June 25 fora 
bail hearing. 

On June 26, 
two search war- 
rants were exe- 
cuted, one at a 
residence in 
Toronto and an- 
other at home in 
Collingwood, 
where multiple 
pistols and long 
guns were seized. 

Anyone with in- 
formation on the 
case is asked to 
call (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 1133. 


shots-fired inci- 
dent in Missis- 
sauga last month. 

On Wednesday, 
June 17, around 
5:23 p.m., police 
responded to the 
area of Confedera- 
tion Parkway and 
Princess Royal 
Drive after receiv- 
ing reports of shots 
fired. 

An investigation 
revealed that an 
occupant of a vehi- 
cle had fired shots 
at the occupant of 
another car. Inves- 
tigators do not be- 


occupants of the 
vehicles know each 
other. One vehicle 
sustained damage; 
its occupant did 
not sustain any in- 


juries. 
A black or char- 
coal coloured, 


four-door vehicle 
with tinted win- 
dows was identi- 
fied as a vehicle of 
interest. Police be- 
lieve that the car 
could be a Mazda 6 
type vehicle. 

Anyone with in- 
formation, video 
surveillance or 
dashcam video re- 
lating to the inves- 
tigation is asked to 
call 11 Division at 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1133. 


lieve 


Wear a face covering 


when physical distancing 
is a challenge 
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Wear a non-medical Wash your hands Make sure it fits well 
face covering likea before putting it on and covers your nose 
cloth mask and immediately and mouth 
after taking it off 
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Change the face Wash your cloth mask in Dispose of single-use 

covering when it gets hot water with detergent face coverings intoa 

slightly wet or dirty after each use lined garbage bin 
and wash your hands 


the 


16 year-old 
bank robber 
arrested 


Police have nabbed a 16 
year-old suspect who 
robbed a Brampton bank 
late last month. 

An investigation began 
after officers from Peel Po- 
lice’s Central Robbery Bu- 
reau were alerted to the 
incident, which occurred 
on June 25 around 5:30 
p-m. in the Sandalwood 
Parkway and Conestoga 
Drive area. 

The suspect entered a 
bank in the area while 
wearing a white medical 
mask, and passed a note to 
a teller demanding money. 
The teller gave an amount 
of money to the suspect, 
who fled the scene in a ve- 
hicle. The suspect claimed 
he had a weapon, but did 
not brandish it. 

Police eventually tracked 
down the suspect, a 16 
year-old male Kitchener 
resident, and arrested him 
on July 7, charging him 
with multiple offences in- 
cluding robbery, disguise 
with intent and others. 

The suspect, who cannot 
be identified under the 
Youth Criminal Justice 
Act, appeared in Brampton 
court Wednesday. 


Paw 


Column 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh was 
ousted from the 
House by Parlia- 
ment Speaker An- 


thony Rota on 
June 18 for calling 
Alain Therrien, an 
MP from the Bloc- 
Québécois, a racist, 
after putting for- 
ward a motion to 
acknowledge _sys- 
tem racism within 
the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Po- 
lice. 

Not only that but 
instead of apolo- 
gizing at the behest 
of the Speaker, 
Singh took the po- 
sition that, even if 
he apologized, he 
would not retract 
his statement. 

According to a 
CBC report, Singh 
was apparently 
angry while talking 
to reporters out- 
side Parliament, 
and the trembling 
in his hands 
seemed to indicate 
his mood. 
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Therrien was the 
only MP who did 
not support the 
motion, which was 
called a racist reac- 
tion from Singh. 

There is no ques- 
tion that we are 
going through sen- 
sitive times regard- 
ing racism. 

Although the lib- 
eration of the en- 
tire world from 
racism is a dream 
at the moment, 
there is a good deal 
of discussion in de- 
veloped countries, 
especially in 
Canada, the United 
States and the 
United Kingdom. 

What proves that 
the motion moved 
by Singh has been 
supported by all 
but one MP above 
political lines? 
That our constitu- 
tional framework 
has the will to deal 
with this ugly mon- 
ster. 

At the same time, 
the issue inspires 
self-reflection on 
how every member 
of Parliament, 
every journalist, 
every __ business- 
man, every com- 
munity leader and 


community mem- 
ber has a role to 
play in human co- 
hesion. 

Two or three inci- 
dents of racism in 
recent years in Jag- 
meet Singh's polit- 
ical life point to an 
interesting 
dilemma. 

In Sep. 2017, a 
woman named 
Jennifer Bush 
called out at Singh 
during a political 
rally in Brampton 
and shouted that 
he was a supporter 
of the Egyptian ex- 
tremist group, the 
Muslim Brother- 
hood. 

At the time, Jag- 
meet Singh was 
praised across 
Canada for saying, 
"We believe in love 
and courage,” in- 
stead of expressing 
anger at the 
woman. 

His words echoed 
in the hearts of 
Canadians after the 
incident: "We can- 
not allow hate to 
mislead our posi- 
tive ideology. I 
have faced many 
such incidents due 
to my brown skin 
and turban and 


will continue to do 
so,” he said. 

Similarly, during 
the federal election 
in Oct. 2019, aman 
in Montreal made 
objectionable _re- 
marks about his 
turban and appear- 
ance, in response 
to which Jagmeet 
Singh hailed hu- 
mility and mutual 
love as manageable 
qualities. 

Both the above 
incidents _ reflect 
the personality 
traits of Jagmeet 
Singh, which 
should be present 
in baptized Sikh. 
Mutual love among 
people of all castes, 
religions and races 
all over the world, 
making love to 
those who pray to 
God believing in 
the good of all. 

will Jagmeet 
Singh's angry reac- 
tion to what hap- 
pened the day after 
in Parliament force 
him to reflect on 
how he should 
publicly treat those 
who disagree with 
his views as a Sikh 
and a_ national 
party leader? 

Especially when 


THE COMPASS 


KHEEKHKEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


Can Jagmeet Singh’s stand on racism give birth to self-reflection? 


the Sikh commu- 
nity itself is a vic- 
tim of racism in 
Canada and other 
countries. 

Racism is an in- 
curable problem, 
but one has to 
think about 
whether it can be 
cured by cutting 
the wound or treat- 
ing it with the right 
kind of herb. 

The first two inci- 
dents mentioned 
were personally re- 


lated to Jagmeet 
Singh, and in Par- 
liament, he spoke 
in the public inter- 


est against the 
RCMP. 

Tolerance may 
have turned to 


anger, but it’s im- 
portant to under- 
stand the incidents 
that led to this 
point, and how we 
can move past it 
for the benefit of 
all. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Prime 
Justin Trudeau is 
facing a probe over 


Minister 


his government's 
decision to award a 
contract worth 
more than $900 
million to an organ- 
ization that he and 
his family have ties 


to. 

The Canadian 
Student Services 
Grant was awarded 
to WE Charity to 
set up a program 
that would cover 
the tuition and fees 
that students re- 
ceive due to the ex- 
haustion of 
academic opportu- 
nities during the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic. 

But after opposi- 
tion parties and 
lawmakers heaped 
criticism over how 
the contract was 
awarded, and from 
charity workers 
over WE's_ track 
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record, Trudeau 
said that WE de- 
cided to end the 
partnership — that 
would have given 
the charity the sole 
responsibility to 
distribute the 
grants. 

Concerns over 
Trudeau's decision 
to have WE distrib- 
ute the grants 
stemmed from his 
wife Sophie Gré- 
goire Trudeau's in- 
volvement with the 
charity, where she 
is an "ambassador 
and ally" and hosts 
a podcast on men- 
tal health called 
WE Well-being. 

The plan was to 
pay students a one- 
time grant between 
C$1,000 and 
C$5,000 to partici- 
pate in service ac- 
tivities. 

The Office of the 
Conflict of Interest 
and Ethics Com- 
missioner this week 
received requests 
from two lawmak- 
ers asking the fed- 
eral supervisory 
agency to examine 
Trudeau’s behav- 


ior. It seems like 
Trudeau thought 
nobody was looking 
at his pattern of be- 
haviour and his 
"true" self. 

Not only that, he 
seems to be un- 
touchable, though 
after the SNC- 
Lavalin and black- 
face scandals, he 
should definitely 
have received a no- 


confidence vote! 
But here we are 
again. 


Past behaviour is 
a good predictor of 
future behaviour. 
There should be a 
criminal investiga- 
tion into this "deal" 
as well. 

Another problem 
is with our justice 
system. It doesn't 
matter who investi- 
gates him, because 
nothing will hap- 
pen. Opposing par- 
ties are helpless, 
and he has_ too 
much behind the 
scene support to be 
held accountable. 

I leave this here as 
an example of what 
Canada has had to 
endure. 


Nothing will hap- 
pen, just like every 
other time. Our en- 
tire system is a 


joke. 


The WE Charity 
also received nearly 
$5.2 million in 
grants and contri- 
butions from vari- 
ous federal 
departments under 
the Trudeau gov- 
ernment, starting 
in 2017. 

Nobody felt it was 
unethical for Craig 
Kielburger to be on 
the advisory board 
of the Leaders De- 
bate Commission. 

What's the Liberal 
definition of ethics 
if Trudeau commit- 
ted an ethics viola- 
tion that in the past 
would have made a 
politician to step 
down... and he gets 
to keep his job. 

He's been found 
guilty by the ethics 
commissioner 
twice, and _ still 
managed to win an 
election. 

It's meaningless, 
because this coun- 
try is so incurably 
left-wing that he 


Liberals investigate themselves... and find nothing wrong 


could grope a re- 


porter and win 
again. Oh, wait! He 
did that too. 


Since he is the 
"Supreme Leader," 
sadly, nothing will 
happen. More 
crimes swept under 
the rug! And On- 
tario and Quebec 
will still vote for 
him, no matter 
what. 

The problem is 
Liberals investigate 
themselves and al- 
ways find that they 
did nothing wrong. 
This time will not 
be any different. 

This says a lot 
about our political 
system, and where 
is the oversight? 
We are all being 
taken advantage of, 
as this is taxpayers’ 
money, and _ the 
majority in this 
country are strug- 
gling at the mo- 
ment. 

Trudeau and the 
Corruption Party 
were caught this 
time, but there will 
be more to this 
story. I wonder 
what Trudeau and 


Butts will try next? 

Do you_ really 
think that if the de- 
cision was made for 
political reasons, it 
makes it that much 
better? 

This was a pro- 
gram that was sup- 
posed to address an 
emergency  situa- 
tion, so if the deci- 
sion to go with WE 
was sound to ad- 
dress this emer- 
gency, shouldn't 
Trudeau have the 
courage to weather 
the political fallout? 

Remember SNC 
Lavalin, where 
Trudeau said he 
would not apolo- 
gize for going to bat 
for Canadian jobs? 
This is just another 
example that every- 
thing for Trudeau is 
about him and po- 
litical considera- 
tions, and he really 
doesn't care about 
Canadians. 

Even some pro- 
gressives know this, 
which is why they 
campaigned 
against our getting 
the UN Security 
Council seat. 


What can reopen as Brampton moves to 


STAGE TWO 


Effective June 24, 2020 


Restaurant patios & outdoor 
dining areas 


Personal services settings such 
as hair, nail, tattoo & other 


Vden 


Movie theatres 


parks 


Playgrounds & amusement 


Outdoor exercise equipment 


aesthetic services 
Festivals, concerts or 


Child care centres & day camps 
marathons 


Splash pads & outdoor 


: i Indoor gyms, studios & some 
swimming pools 


sports facilities 


Shopping malls : 
Steam rooms, saunas & bath 
Libraries, museums, art houses 


galleries, zoos & aquariums 
Medium or large event 


Drive-in & drive-thru venues gatherings 


[fv Oa brampton.ca/covidl9 


X@ BRAMPTON 
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Restaurants tackle reduced seating, safety as 
reopenings continue 


by Clover Sterling 


As the second 
phase of Ontario's 
reopening contin- 
ues, local restau- 
rant owners are 
grappling with the 
new realities of a 
post-COVID  cli- 
mate. 

The province an- 
nounced _ Friday 
that it would be 
passing a new 
emergency order 
in order to spur 
the rollout of tem- 
porary patios and 
outdoor _ seating 
areas to increase 
revenue for 
restaurants, bars 
and patios hit hard 
by closures sus- 
tained over the last 
three months. 

"Restaurants and 
bars are an impor- 
tant part of our 
economy, and a 
great driver of em- 
ployment," said 


Premier Doug 
Ford Friday morn- 
ing during the an- 
nouncement, 
which gives mu- 
nicipalities the au- 
thority to quickly 
pass by-laws _al- 
lowing for quicker 
deployment of 
outdoor _ seating 
areas. "I am proud 
to say that we will 
continue to sup- 
port them as our 
province reopens 
and recovers.” 
Municipalities 
would be still be 
required to comply 
with current 
provincial guide- 
lines and proper 
safety practices, as 
the region contin- 
ues to monitor 


COVID-19  case- 
load and reopen 
amenities and 
services. 
However, the 


news is cold com- 
fort for some 
restaurant owners. 

“We do take out, 
but this is a dine- 
in restaurant. We 
are known as dine- 
in, and there is no 
fun like this," said 
Tom  Velianou, 
owner of Orchard 
Family _Restau- 
rant, told Peel 
Weekly News. 

The restaurant, 


located at 
Hurontario and 
Dundas in Missis- 
sauga, usually 
serves all day 
breakfast with 150 
seats in its 3,500 
square-foot space, 
plus patio as a 
bonus, but since 
COVID-19 forced a 
full closure, the 
restaurant only of- 
fers a takeout serv- 
ice. 


Their breakfast 
food is served hot 
on a plate, he says. 

“You don't want 
to take bacon and 
eggs home. It's not 
as good as eating it 
hot straight off a 
plate, and Phase 2 
doesn't do it for 
me,” he added. 

Velianou argues 
that business is 
now at a decline, 
doing only 12 per 


cent of its normal 
operations _ be- 
cause he cannot 
open the inside of 
the restaurant for 
more profit. He 
says Phase 3 is his 
only hope when it 
comes around. 
Otherwise, very 
soon, he may have 
to close his doors 
for good. 


Continued Pg 8 


Investigation begins after string of high-end car thefts 


Police are asking 
for public assis- 
tance after a high- 
profile string of 
car thefts that 
began earlier this 
year. 

A recent pair of 
incidents involv- 
ing a minor auto 
accident led police 
to issue a state- 
ment regarding 
the trend, citing 
that such _ inci- 
dents have in- 
cluded the use of 
weapons by the 
suspect(s) to force 
drivers from their 


vehicles. 
On Thursday 
June 25, at ap- 


proximately 8:45 
pm, a victim was 
driving their vehi- 
cle near Mavis 
Road in Missis- 
sauga when a light 
coloured SUV 
rear-ended them. 
When the victim 


exited to look at 
the damage, they 
noticed the sus- 
pect seemed to be 
looking around 
suspiciously. The 
victim then called 
911, as they be- 
lieved they were 


about to be 
robbed. 
The suspects fled 


the area. The vic- 
tim was not physi- 
cally injured. 

The driver of the 
suspect vehicle is 
described as male, 
Black, dark com- 
plexion, skinny 
build, 5’10”- 5711” 
17-23 years old, 
short dark curly 
hair, dark eyes, 
wearing a surgical 
mask, dark long- 
sleeve shirt, blue 
jeans, and running 
shoes. 

The front pas- 
senger is de- 
scribed as male, 


Black, shorter in 
height, dark com- 
lexion, skinny 
uild, 17-23 years, 
wearing a surgical 
mask, and a dark 
shirt. 

The rear passen- 
ger is described as 
male, Black, 5’11”- 
670” tall, dark 
complexion, 
skinny build, 17- 
23 years, wearing 
a surgical mask, 
and dark jeans. 

The same night, 
around 10 p.m., a 
victim was driving 
in the area of 
Goreway Drive in 
Brampton when 
they were rear- 
ended by a light 
coloured SUV. As 
the victim exited 
the vehicle and 
checked for dam- 
age, he was struck 
in the head by one 
of four—to-five 
suspects. A second 


suspect entered 
the driver seat of 
the vehicle. 

The victim's fam- 
ily confronted the 
suspect, who then 
fled the scene in 
the suspect vehi- 
cle. 

The victim was 
treated at a local 
hospital for minor 
injuries. 

The suspect that 
entered the vic- 
tim's vehicle is de- 
scribed as male, 
non-white, 5'6”- 
57” wearing baggy 
clothing and a 
mask covering his 
face. 

Anyone with in- 
formation on 
these incidents or 
potential dashcam 
video is asked to 
call investigators 
with the Central 
Robbery Bureau at 
(905) 453=2121, 
ext. 3410. 


—o- 


One under arrest after 
stunt driving incident 


Peel __ Police’s 
Road Safety 
Services Division 
has laid criminal 
charges in rela- 
tion to a driving 
incident that oc- 
curred in Missis- 
sauga last month 

An online video 
was shared with 
police of a black 
Chrysler 300, 
with Ontario per- 
sonalized licence 
plate, *SUUBE- 
DAR*, operating 
on the roadway 
in a dangerous 
manner. 

Further investi- 
gation revealed 
that the incident 
took place on 
June 21 in the 
Derry Road and 


Goreway Drive 
area. As a result, 
21 year-old 
Lovepreet 
Wirring, of Mis- 
sissauga, was 
identified and 
was charged with 
two counts of 
Dangerous Driv- 
ing. 

Wirring will at- 
tend Brampton 
court to answer 
to the charges on 
Sep. 14. 

Anyone who 
has information 
in relation to this 
incident is asked 
to contact the of- 
ficer in charge by 
emailing them at 
4199 @peelpo- 
lice.ca. 


The following 
letter was sent to 
Peel Weekly News 
and members of 
Peel Regional 
Council. 

Letters may be 
edited for gram- 
mar and clarity. 


I am on the 
Treaty Territory 
of the Missis- 
saugas of the 
Credit First Na- 
tion, and the tra- 
ditional territory 
of the Anishi- 
naabek, Hau- 
denosaunee, 
Huron, and Wen- 
dat. 

I also acknowl- 
edge the many 
First Nations, 
Métis, Inuit and 
other global In- 
digenous people 
who call the Re- 
gion of Peel their 
home. 

We in Peel Re- 
gion have to do 
whatever we can 
to demand a de- 
construction of 
the current Polic- 
ing system and 
other systemic 
racism within our 
community struc- 
tures, programs 
and services. 


PDN July 9, 2020_Layout 1 7/9/2020 9:50 AM Page 8 


I am deeply con- 
cerned about the 
ongoing lack of 
action on _ sys- 


temic racism in 
the Region of 
Peel. 

As you may 
know, or if you 
don't and _ you 
should, denial 


and neutrality is 
racist. 

I watch as inac- 
tion on anti- 
Black racism con- 
tinues in the Peel 
District School 
Board. 

I watch as an- 
other life, that of 
62-year old Mal- 
ton resident Ejaz 
Ahmed Choudry, 
is taken by the 
hands of Peel Po- 
lice officers, who 
demonstrate they 
are incapable of 
protecting com- 
munity members. 

I watch and lis- 
ten to Peel Re- 
gional Council 
pass a resolution 
to take action an 
anti-Black racism, 
but with no com- 
prehensive plan 
to dismantle the 
system that cre- 
ates false hierar- 
chies of human 


value and warped 
logic that extends 
beyond race. 

Only one lone 
staff. 

I'm calling on 
our elected com- 
munity leaders to 
reconstruct our 
systems that cre- 
ate racist ideas 
and policies. 

Your personal 
actions as policy 
makers, as people 
of power and priv- 
ilege, can no 
longer deny what 
has occurred and 
stay silent. 

Anti-Racism is 
not a project or 
program. 

Transformation 
is incredibly diffi- 
cult, but we all 
have to begin that 
journey. Please 

eed the calls to 
undo racism and 
our systems- 
which means we 
all must identify 
and describe it - 
and then disman- 
tle it. 

Turn to commu- 
nity leaders, pro- 


grams, and 
services as ex- 
perts — turn to 


lived expertise as 
key portal to es- 
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Letter to the Editor 


tablish a commu- 
nity of safety and 
care. 

Ongoing funding 
for the expertise 
in our community 
is key to ensuring 
anti- racism, anti- 
oppression, and 
decolonization is 
centered in our 
lives, relation- 
ships and work. 
No training or 
consultant — will 
translate to trans- 
formation. 

For too long, we 
have ignored. For 
too long we have 
funded the sys- 
tems that fuel 
racism and de- 
stroy people. 

Look within 
yourselves and 
your systems and 

olicies you rein- 
orce or create 
and make a deci- 
sion today to de- 


construct and 
centre in = anti- 
racism and decol- 
onization. 
Sincerely, 


Michelle Bilek 
Mississauga 


Police looking for missing 
Mississauga man 


Officers from the 
12 Division Crimi- 
nal Investigation 
Bureau are seek- 
ing assistance 
from the public in 
locating a missing 
23-year-old man 
from Mississauga, 
saying oy are 
concerned for his 
well-being. 

Derick Freeman 
was last seen on 
Tuesday, June 7, 
at approximately 9 
a.m., near his res- 
idence located in 
the area of Darcel 
Avenue and Etude 


Drive in Missis- 
sauga. 
Derick is de- 


scribed as male, 
Black, dark com- 
plexion, 58”, 
150lbs, thin build, 


2 ” 


short black hair. 
He was last seen 
wearing a white T- 
shirt with “OTD “ 
on the front, pack 
Jogging pants wit 
white and gold 
stripes down the 
legs, white Air 
Jordan running 
shoes and was car- 
rying a _ brown 
backpack tees: 
bly with gold let- 
tering). 

Police believe 
that Derick may 
have made his way 
to Toronto. 

Residents who 
have any informa- 
tion regarding 
Freeman’s where- 
abouts are asked 


to call (905) 453- 
DIDil, Gb, WLR, 


Restaurants tackle safety, new COVID-19 guidelines 


Continued from Pg 7 


“The customers 
want to return but 
the patio, (but we) 
can only seat seven 
people now. It does- 
n't cut it... it doesn't 
pay the bills,” 
Velianou explained. 
“T usually can seat 
up to 80 people on 
our patio, but now 
we can seat up to 
30-35, and we never 
get thirty because 
it's hard to space. I 


would be lucky to 
get 30." 
Other — establish- 


ments are following 
the rules and em- 
bracing the reopen- 
ing, and they remain 
hopeful. 

The continued ex- 


tension of emer- 
gency orders 
through July 15 and 
Peel's continued re- 
covery as the second 
phase of reopening 
began in earnest late 
last month have 
brought unforseen 
obstacles for busi- 
ness owners. Some 
stores are now offer- 
ing online services, 
curbside _ pick-up 
and takeout to their 
valid customers to 
increase sales, but 
many restaurants 
are now reopening 
very hard because of 
the limited options 
associated with it. 
Restaurants that 
offer a patio dine-in 
service were at the 
top of the list to 


open their doors, 
and must adhere to 
the requirements set 
by the Ministry Of 
Health, including 
mandatory masks 
for staff, spaced-out 
tables, no enclosed 
seating and readily- 
available hand sani- 
tizer. 

While these meas- 
ures are being fol- 
lowed and _= are 
working, some own- 
ers admit it doesn't 
make their business 
profitable. 

"The patio has 
been full, so we are 
doing _ extremely 
well," said Latina 
Elsey, one of the 
owners at 
Crooked 
Restaurant 


Lakeshore Road in 
Port Credit. 

“We kept the same 
footprint. We didn't 
have any options to 
expand, and we have 
fewer seats. There is 
a big decline in what 
we could normally 
do, but people who 
are able to be seated 


are having a great 
time,” she said. 
Elsey also said that 
the patrons who 
have come back are 
happy to return, and 
that the patio is full 
from the time of 
opening to the time 
they close. She ex- 
plains they have re- 


—— 


duced their seating 
for patrons to thirty 
down from 440 of 
full capacity, and 
customers are al- 
lowed only 90 min- 
utes for dining to 
make way for others 
who come by reser- 
vations only. 
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Mandatory mask laws roll out across Peel, Toronto 


by Clover Sterling 


Brampton, Cale- 
don and Missis- 
sauga have rolled 
out by-laws en- 
forcing mandatory 
mask usage, as the 
province contin- 
ues to reopen busi- 
nesses and 
facilities. 

The Mayors of all 
three municipali- 
ties made the 
pledge in tandem 
with Toronto, 
Vaughan and 
other key cities, 
after the province 
said last week that 
it would not en- 
force a provincial 
masking __ policy 
and would leave it 
up local Mayors to 
decide on how to 
proceed. 

With Brampton 
passing a motion 
at last week ’s reg- 
ular council meet- 
ing to enact a 


by-law and other 
municipalities fol- 
lowing suit, the 
planned by-laws 
will make wearing 
a mask mandatory 
inside businesses, 
restaurants and 
other facilities. 

“We need to 
work together to 
stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in the 
community,” 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown said 
Tuesday during a 
press conference 
alongside Caledon 
councillor Jo- 
hanna Downey 
and Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie at the Re- 
gion of Peel offices 
in Brampton. 

Peel Public 
Health is continu- 
ing to. strongly 
supports the use of 
non-medical 


masks where dis- 
tancing is not pos- 
sible and = on 
transit, and Tues- 
day’s announce- 
ment was 
welcomed by the 
Region. 

“The virus is not 
gone,” said Peel 
Regional Chair 
Nando _Iannicca. 
“We must con- 
tinue to stop its 
spread, and masks 
will help us do just 
that.” 

Caledon —_con- 
firmed Tuesday 
that it would move 
to enforce manda- 
tory mask usage 
beginning on Fri- 
day (July 10). 

“It’s extremely 
important that we 
continue to follow 
the guidelines of 
public health offi- 
cials and wear 
non-medial masks 


while inside a pub- 
lic venue,” Mayor 
Allan Thompson 
said in a state- 
ment. “Wearing a 
mask is just one 
way for us to keep 
ourselves and our 
families safe.” 

The region is 
continuing to rein- 
force critical pro- 
cedures, including 
physical distanc- 
ing, handwashing, 
getting tested and 
staying home if 
sick, and represen- 
tatives from the 
Region said Tues- 
day that a more 
consistent use of 
non-medical 
masks by all resi- 
dents in_ public 
spaces will help 
drive down cases 
in the community. 

Toronto council- 
lors also approved 
the mandatory 


mask bylaw last 
week, after a sen- 
ior Toronto health 
official had previ- 
ously recom- 
mended that the 
city council intro- 
duce the motion to 
make usage of 
masks required in 
indoor spaces. 
Toronto’s Med- 
ical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Eileen 
de Villa, said in a 
news conference 
that the city had 
instituted the 
bylaw to reinforce 
safety as the GTA 
slowly moves into 
the second phase 
of reopening. 
Toronto’s rules 
will take effect 
until the first 
meeting of the City 
Council later this 
year, which is cur- 
rently scheduled 
for September 30 


to October 1. 

Children under 
the age of two and 
those with a med- 
ical condition are 
exempt from the 
Toronto by-law. 

The mayors and 
chairs of the 
Greater Toronto 
Area and Hamil- 
ton Area munici- 
palities wrote an 
open letter on 
Monday demand- 
ing that the masks 
be made manda- 
tory, but Health 
Minister Christine 
Elliott refused to 
do so. 

Elliott said that 
under the Health 


Protection and 
Promotion Act, 
local authorities 


already have the 
authority to en- 
force such a policy. 


Multiple charges laid against Brampton 


man 


17 drug and 
firearm charges 
have been laid 
against a 
Brampton man 
after a warrant 
was conducted 
at a home in the 
city, Peel Police 
announced last 
Thursday. 

The force’s 
Specialized En- 
forcement Bu- 
reau said the 
charges were 
laid after an in- 
vestigation that 
commenced last 
month regard- 
ing an individ- 
ual who was 
believed to be 
tratiickins 
drugs in Peel. 

A search war- 
rant was con- 
adwumeite al 
Wednesday at a 


residence in the 
Kennedy Road 
and Bovaird 
Drive area, and 
police discov- 
ered more than 
1,000 rounds of 
ammunition, 
several bullet- 
proof weapons, 
a carbine rifle, a 
shotgun and 
various types of 
drugs, including 
fentanyl, 
MDMA and co- 
caine, in a con- 
cealed area 
within the prop- 


erty. 

The suspect, 
41 year-old 
Jason Boodhoo, 
was charged 
with multiple 
offences, in- 
cluding seven 
counts of pos- 
session with the 


purpose of traf- 
ficking, pos- 
sessing a 
weapon with an 
altered serial 
number and two 
counts of pos- 
sessing a pro- 
hibited device, 
among other 
charges. 
Boodhoo _ap- 
peared in 
Brampton court 
on Thursday 
morning to an- 


swer to the 
charges. 
Anyone with 


information re- 
garding the in- 
cident may 
contact the Spe- 
cialized En- 
forcement 
Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 


3515. 


Crackdown begins on street racers 


Illegal street rac- 
ing and aggressive 
high-speed driving 
continue to be a 
problem on roads 
due to the reduced 
traffic caused by 
COVID-19, but a 
new program aims 
to curb such reck- 
less behaviour. 

The’ E.R.A.S.E 
Program (Elimi- 
nating Racing Ac- 
tivities on Streets 
Everywhere), an- 
nounced by Peel 
Police earlier this 
month, aims to 
change poor driver 
behaviour through 
education and 
strategic enforce- 
ment. 


Street racing is 
an illegal and dan- 
gerous activity 
that risks the lives 
of everyone, rac- 
ers, and the com- 
munity at large. 

On Friday, July 3 
and Saturday, July 
4, 2020, officers 
investigated 208 
vehicles, attended 
ten calls for serv- 
ice, seized two ve- 
hicle licence 
plates, and con- 
ducted four road- 
side alcohol 
screening tests. 

Officers issued 


114 Highway Traf- 
fic Act tickets and 
six cautions; many 
of the charges re- 


lated to speeding 
and _ aggressive 
driving. 

“Speed suppres- 
sion includes a 
multifaceted ap- 
proach for it to be 
effective, includ- 
ing education, en- 


forcement, and 
modifying — social 
behaviour,” said 
Inspector Pete 
Danos. 

Anyone with in- 
formation con- 


cerning aggressive 
driving or illegal 
street racing activ- 
ities are asked to 
contact police by 
calling (905) 453- 
3311. 
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William F. White opens second studio in Mississauga 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


William F. White 
Incorporated, 
which has grown to 
become a lynchpin 
of Mississauga’s 
film and television 
scene, is making 
waves again after 
they made an ex- 
citing announce- 
ment earlier this 
week. 

The production 
equipment 
provider an- 
nounced Monday 
that it will be open- 
ing a second stu- 
dio in the city, 
called “Century 
Studio.” 

It represents the 
company’s _ third 
studio location in 
the Toronto area 
and ninth property 
in Canada. 

Century Studio, 
along with the Ed- 


wards Boulevard 
studio, and the 
Cantay Studio, will 
boast 81,500 
square feet of 
shooting space 
with 32 feet clear 
height, as well as 
offices, costume 
and wardrobe and 
extra support area. 
Additional _ of- 
fices, mill and 
paint will also be 
available minutes 
away at the Mill- 
creek Support lo- 
cation. 
Paty no deny- 
it’s been a diffi- 
walt year, not only 
wikia the film in- 
dustry, but all over 
the world,” says 
William F. White 
executive vice 
president Garin 
Josey earlier this 
week. 


“We've been hard 
at work behind the 
scenes ramping up 
our core opera- 
tions while signifi- 
cantly expanding 
others. It’s the 
perfect time to 
share our latest 
Toronto Studio 
property with an 
industry eager to 
get back to work.” 

Alex Godfrey, 
Vice President of 
Studios, added: 
“As Century Studio 
opened it’s doors 
on July 1, 2020, it 
marked the latest 
addition to our 
portfolio bringing 
our company’s 
total studio foot- 
print to over 1 mil- 
lion square feet 
nationwide. 

We're excited and 
ready to serve our 


clients with the 


level of service 
both in studios and 
gear they have 


grown to expect 
from William F. 
White.” 

William F. White 
International In- 
corporated was 
founded in 1963. It 


all sizes from coast 


is the country’s 
most iconic 
provider of pro- 
duction equipment 
to the entertain- 
ment industry. 
With offices 
across the country, 
the company serv- 
ices productions of 


to coast and houses 
extensive state of 
the art inventory, 
including camera, 
lighting crop, spe- 
cialty equipment, 
location support 
and studio proper- 
ties. 


School workers opt for “OPSEU” in historic vote 


In a_ historic 
vote, more than 
3,700 school 
workers in Mis- 
sissauga and 
Brampton con- 
firmed a resound- 
ing "Yes" vote last 
week to join the 
Ontario Public 
Services Employ- 


ees Union 
(OPSEU). 

86 per cent of 
teachers voiced 


their support to 
join the public 
sector union, it 
was announced 
last week, with 84 
per cent of Edu- 
cational Resource 
Facilitators of 
Peel (ERFP) 
members partici- 
pating in the vote. 

"This is great 
news for students 
and parents in 
Peel and __ all 


across Ontario," 
said OPSEU Pres- 
ident Warren 
(Smokey) 
Thomas after the 


vote last week. 
"By joining 
forces, we'll be 


able to fight even 
harder to ensure 
that our class- 
rooms are as safe 
as possible when 
classes finally re- 
sume. I have no 
doubt that even 
the small minor- 
ity who voted sta- 
tus quo will have 
a change of heart 
when they see 
OPSEU in action 
as their union. 
I've said _ this 
many times and I 
believe it from 
the bottom of my 
heart: OPSEU isa 
machine — a 
strong, talented 


and diverse or- 
ganization and 
when we work to- 
gether, nothing 
can stop us." 

Thomas said he 
is pleased to see 
ERFP members 
gave a strong en- 
dorsement of 
OPSEU's _ track 
record both be- 
fore and during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

"On behalf of 
OPSEU's 165,000 
members, our Ex- 
ecutive Board, 
members of our 
Education  Sec- 
tors, and our 
staff, I'd like to 
extend a warm 
welcome to the 
newest members 
of our family," 
said Thomas. "It 
speaks volumes 
about our rela- 


tionship and 
OPSEU's reputa- 
tion that ERFP 
members chose to 
trust our union 
during this pan- 
demic." 

The  Peel-area 
workers, Educa- 
tional Assistants 
and Designated 
Early Childhood 
Educators, voted 
between June 24 
and 30 on 
whether to merge 
ERFP, with 
OPSEU. 

The two unions 
are no strangers 
to each other. 
They affiliated in 
May 2019, and 
over the past year 
have worked 
closely together 
at the bargaining 
table and on a 
number of cam- 
paigns, including 


—o- 


violence in the 
classroom and 
the "Red for Ed" 
solidarity cam- 
paign. 

To help support 
ERFP, OPSEU 
has facilitated ex- 
tensive outreach 
including a num- 
ber of informa- 
tion sessions and 
telephone town 
halls. In addition 
to filing its own, 

OPSEU, on be- 
half of ERFP, also 
filed a Charter 
challenge against 
the Ford govern- 
ment's Bill 124, 
which effectively 


cuts the wages of 
public sector 
workers. 


"The pandemic 
has shown us how 
important front- 
line workers are, 
and our new edu- 


cational support 
members are on 
the front-lines in 
our schools," said 
OPSEU First 
Voiocee- 
President/Trea- 
surer Eduardo 
(Eddy) Almeida. 
"Whether they're 
full-time, _ part- 
time or casual, 
each and every 
one of them play 
a vital role in our 
education system. 

"They deserve 
recognition for 
their contribution 
to our schools 
and being a pow- 
erful voice in edu- 


cation," said 
Almeida. "By 
joining us in 


OPSEU, our com- 
bined voices are 
sO much 
stronger." 
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Consortium nets award for LRT project Chamber of Commerce _ 
awards $10k to local business 


Webuild, for- 
merly Salini Im- 
pregilo, and its 
partners in the 
Mobilinx Con- 
sortium have 
won the Prox- 
imo North 
America Rail 
Deal of the Year 
2019 for the 
most innovative 
project financ- 
Ing transaction 
in the case of 
the EUR 917- 
million con- 
struction of 
Metrolinx’s 
Hurontario light 
rail transit line. 

Astaldi, which 
is becoming 
part of Webuild 
under Progetto 


Italia () to con- 
solidate Italy’s 
fragmented 
construction 
sector, was part 
of the consor- 
tium when the 
project was 
awarded in Oct. 


2019. 

The 18-kilo- 
metre, 19-stop 
light rail transit 
system will run 
ae Ono 
Hurontario 
Street from Port 
Credit in Missis- 
sauga to the 
Brampton Gate- 
way Terminal. 
In a statement, 
Webuild _ said 
Canada is one of 
the markets 


where they plan 
to expand, cit- 
ing a “low risk 
profile and 
plans to invest 
in infrastruc- 
ture.” 

Webuild _ re- 
cently joined the 
shortlist to de- 
sign and build 
the EUR 1.15- 
billion Valley 
Line West Light 
Rail Transit 
project in Ed- 
i) © M ct © im z 
Canada, the sec- 
ond stage of the 
Valley Line, a 
line that will op- 
erate between 
the city’s west 
and southeast 
districts. 


The Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) announced 
62 $10,000 grant recipients 
from its Canadian Business 
Resilience Network Small 
Business Relief Fund today, 
including AGS Rehab Solu- 
tions and SenSyst — The 
Business Interiors Group, 
members of the Mississauga 
Board of Trade (MBOT). 

“We are very delighted that 
two companies from the City 
of Mississauga have been se- 
lected to receive this grant. 
Both have shown resilience 
and adaptability to the new 
business reality in this 
COVID19 era,” said David 
Wojcik, MBOT’s president & 
CEO, late last month. 

“Both have been active and 
strong members of MBOT 
and we know that this money 
will be well used in their on- 
going business endeavours.” 


More than 1,100 small busi- 
nesses across Canada applied 
for the 62 grants available. 

The recipients were those 
that best demonstrated their 
financial strain, how the 
business will use the grant to 
change or innovate, how the 
change or innovation will 
sustain the business’s recov- 
ery and allow it to prosper, 
and how the grant will sup- 
port the role each business 
plays in their community. 

The fund was managed by 
the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce and Salesforce. 
The funding was designed to 
help small businesses across 
the country stay afloat and 
support their recovery ef- 
forts, paying salaries, retro- 
fitting their workplaces and 
acquiring technology’ to 
adapt their business model. 


Foundation brings support amid outbreak 


Two months after 
launching the To- 
morrow Rising 
fund to support 
COVID-19_ emer- 
gency relief in Apr. 
2020, Missis- 
sauga’s Schneider 
Electric Founda- 
tion is moving for- 
ward to support 
recovery and re- 
siliency through 
education and 
training programs. 

The Tomorrow 
Rising Fund was 
launched to sup- 
port emergency 
and longer-term 
reconstruction re- 
lated to COVID-19 
in all the countries 
where’ Schneider 
Electric operates. 

The Foundation 
appealed to _ its 
leaders and em- 
ployees to get in- 
volved and all their 
donations _ have 
been matched by 
the Group, the 
company said last 
week. Other exter- 
nal stakeholders 
and partners have 
also contributed. 

The fund focuses 


on three priorities: 
crisis support for 
the immediate 
needs of low-in- 
come people in dif- 
ficulty living close 
to Schneider Elec- 
tric sites; funding 
of education and 
vocational _ skills 
projects to rebuild 
pandemic-im- 
pacted communi- 
ties, as part of the 
Group's commit- 
ment to train 1 mil- 
lion disadvantaged 
people by 2025; 
and connecting the 
company’s employ- 
ees and charitable 
partners through 
its ambitious global 
VolunteerIn — pro- 
gram. 

Since the launch, 
the fundraising 
campaign has mo- 
bilized employees, 
customers and 
partners across 
more than 60 
countries by sup- 
porting 65 projects 
which benefit over 
800,000 people. 

"We're experienc- 
ing unprecedented 
challenging times, 


affecting billions of 
people and many of 
the world's disad- 
vantaged young 
people and 
teenagers will be 
more likely to drop 
out of school due to 
today's economic 
crisis," said Gilles 
Vermot Desroches, 
Schneider __Elec- 
tric's Foundation 
General Delegate 
and Sustainable 
Development, Sen- 
ior Vice-President. 
"Beyond our initial 
response, the To- 
morrow Rising 
fund will now pro- 
vide training and 
skills to help com- 
munities dealing 
with the conse- 
quences of the pan- 
demic." 

In the USA, 
Schneider Electric 
and its employees 
have gifted over 
$230,000 to sup- 
port our partners 
Feeding America, 
Direct Relief and 
the American Red 
Cross. The dona- 
tions will con- 
tribute to providing 


over 880,000 
meals, keeping 
13,000 frontline 


healthcare workers 
safe and_ getting 


two blood mobiles across 
onthe roadstocol- France, 
lect life-saving India, 
blood for those 

who need it. 


To date, the com- 
pany's employees 
have clocked up 
2,100 hours of vol- 
untary service, 


tric 


sharing their tech- 


—o- 


nical expertise and 
other useful skills 
in 80 online train- 
ing sessions to help 
communities 


Cambodia, Russia 
and Kazakhstan, 
according to a re- 
cent release. 

Schneider Elec- 
is based 
France and_ has 
144,000 employees 


in 100 countries 
around the world 
selling hardware, 
software and serv- 


ices to manage 

Brazil, power systems. 
Poland, The company op- 
Vietnam, erates its Cana- 


dian-based 
subsidiary in Mis- 
sissauga’s north 
end, with an office 
complex on 


in McLaughlin Road. 
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Invasive species 
eradicated from 
local trees 


Homeowners may remember a 
certain pest that plagued trees in 
Mississauga. 

The Asian long-horned beetle, 
an invasive species that infested 
the city’s tree canopy, has been 
eliminated within the city, it was 
announced earlier this week. 

The Government of Canada’s 
Canadian Food and Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) said Monday that 
after five surveys with no detec- 
tion of the beetle, it was consid- 
ered to have been eradicated. 

The Asian longhorned beetle | 
was brought to Canada uninten- 
tionally in infested wood crates, 
pallets and packing material. 
First identified in 2013, the bee- 
tle was found in Malton, near the 
Toronto Pearson International 
Airport. 

Infected trees were removed, 
chipped up and processed to 
eliminate the ability of the beetle 
to destroy other healthy trees. 

To prevent the spread, resi- 
dents and businesses were re- 
stricted from moving any tree 
material out of the regulated | 
area of Mississauga. Movement 
of infected wood material could 
have accidentally spread the bee- 
tle to unaffected areas. 

The beetle’s larvae fed on the 
trunk and branches of trees, and 
eventually filled the trees with 
holes causing the trees to die. 
Adult beetles fed on the leaves, 
bark and branch tips. 
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The threat of a cyber-attack looms large over India 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Around the globe, 
the app industry is 
as hot as ever, with 
downloads reaching 
a record of 204 bil- 
lion in 2019 and 
consumer spending 
of US$120 billion. 

Nowadays, people 
spend 3-4 hours 
using the app every 
day, and it is not just 
free time that 
matches the T.V. 
app-they are big 
business. 

In 2019, the total 
valuation of mobile- 
first companies was 
$544 billion, which 
is 6.5 times higher 
than companies that 
do not focus on mo- 
bile industry. 

After being signifi- 
cantly upset that the 
mobile application 
business is compet- 
ing on the global 
stage, India last 
week blocked 59 ap- 
plications developed 
by Chinese compa- 
nies. This is due to 
concerns that the 
application is threat- 
ening to engage in 
activities influencing 
"Indian national se- 
curity and defense," 
according to the In- 


Interactive map tracks coyotes 


A new online re- 
porting system 
will allow  resi- 
dents in Missis- 
sauga to track 
coyote sightings 
and see areas fre- 
quented by them. 
The new map, 
unveiled by the 
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dian government. 
The blocked soft- 
ware includes the 
video-sharing app 
TikTok, which has 
been downloaded an 
estimated 600 mil- 
lion times in India 
through the U.C. 
Browser, an internet 
browser that uses 
very little data and is 
popular among Indi- 
ans using low-cost 
smartphones; and 
other well-known 
apps such as Shareit, 
Baidu, Weibo, and 


WeChat. 
Advanced technol- 
ogy around the 


world has made our 
lives much more ac- 
cessible, but its mis- 
use is also 
increasing. Because 
all the work is being 
done on the Internet 
and computers 
today, protecting 
your personal and 
sensitive data from 
hackers has become 
extremely impor- 
tant. 

According to a re- 
cent report, hackers 
demanded a ransom 
of $1.14 million to 
recover data after 


hacking into the 
University of Cali- 
fornia's computer 
systems, . On the 


other hand, Britain's 
intelligence agencies 
have also been tar- 
geted by other rival 


City of Missis- 
sauga last week, is 
aimed at helping 
the city’s Animal 
Services Division 
track coyote re- 
ports through 
easy access and 
online forms. 

In a statement 


countries, including 
China. 
There are alerts to 


prevent —cyber-at- 
tacks in research 
labs. COVID-19 


treatments are being 
developed in these 
labs. 

The ban itself is a 
political power 
move, as it follows 
deadly clashes be- 
tween Indian and 
Chinese troops along 
the disputed Hi- 
malayan border in 
June, which led to 
the death of at least 
20 Indian soldiers. 

Indian government 
officials claimed 
they had received re- 
ports of the apps 
stealing and trans- 
mitting user data in 
an unauthorized 
manner to servers 
outside the country. 
This is what necessi- 
tated the ban, they 
said. 

The threat of 
cyber-attack is now 
looming over India 
as well. China has 
raised fears of a 
cyber-attack after 
India recently 
banned 59 Chinese 
apps. 

In such a scenario, 
the government is 
paying close atten- 
tion to the sectors 
and companies in 
which China has in- 
vested. Such sectors 


last week ,the city 
said that the serv- 
ice will help resi- 
dents learn more 
about patrols, 
highly-frequented 
areas and provide 
education on how 
families can keep 
themselves and 
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include communica- 
tions and power, as 
well as the financial 
industry. 

Cyber experts be- 
lieve that banning 
apps is just the be- 
ginning, and that an 
outraged China 
could try to harm In- 
dian cyberspace in 
return. 

According to some 
officials, better sur- 
veillance is being 
maintained in al- 
most all sectors. Be- 
sides, the power, 
telecom and finan- 
cial services sectors 
have been placed on 
alert due to their 
connectivity with 
Chinese infrastruc- 
ture. 

"For many years 
we have allowed 
China to invest in 
critical infrastruc- 
ture, in which case 
China has access to 
those networks," an 
official said. These 
include communica- 
tions, power, as well 
as the financial sec- 
tor. The danger is 
that China could 
launch a cyber-at- 
tack on these Indian 
networks from re- 
mote locations. 

According to cyber 
experts, the govern- 
ment will focus on 
companies that are 
funded by Chinese 
investors and will be 


their pets safe. 

This new system 
should not be 
used for immedi- 
ate reports about 
sick/injured coy- 
otes or animals 
posing a risk to 
the public. 

Coyotes have 
been reported 
with greater fre- 
quency through- 
out Peel over the 
last several years, 
with daylight 
sightings attract- 
ing media atten- 
tion. 

The new map 
will help filter re- 
port types, sight- 
ings by year (from 


—o- 


monitored and sur- 
veillance at different 


levels. 
Also, Chinese- 
made _— surveillance 


devices used in pub- 
lic and private sec- 
tors are being 
monitored. 

According to one 
expert, in the cur- 
rent economic cli- 
mate, no country is 
ready for war on the 
border, in which 
case cyberspace, 
trade and the supply 
chain could be af- 
fected, and attempts 
could be made to 
harm. 

Chinese-funded 
companies, espe- 
cially tech firms, are 
now being moni- 
tored because they 
can be easily tar- 
geted. The govern- 
ment has already 
issued a warning to 
Chinese hackers, 
and China is already 
attacking for data, 
and last year mil- 
lions of Indians had 
their medical data 
stolen. 

In the last few days 
alone, the number of 
cyber-attacks — by 
China has _ risen 
sharply. Just last 
month, the Maha- 
rashtra Cyber De- 
partment had issued 
an advisory warning 
that Chinese cyber- 
criminals were plan- 


ning a large-scale 
phishing attack, said 
a representative of 
the State Cyber De- 
partment. 

In just four to five 
days, India's cyber- 
space resources, es- 
pecially those 
related to informa- 
tion, infrastructure 
and banking, have 
come under attack 
from China. At least 
40,300 such cyber- 
attacks were  at- 
tempted, most of 


which were traced to 
China's Chengdu 
area. 


In such a situation, 
all concerned must 
be made aware of 
the safe use of the 
Internet, such as any 
unwanted emails on 
social media or text. 
Avoid opening or 
clicking the attach- 
ment in the message 
if you don’t know the 
sender. Beware of 
emails, typing errors 
on the website and 
anonymous’ email 
senders. 

Be especially wary 
of emails or links 
these days that come 
with special offers, 
such as COVID-19 
testing, COVID-19 
aid, prize money, 
cashback offers, etc. 
Before clicking on 
any link or logging 
in, his / her URL Be 
sure to check. 


in Mississauga 


2019 onwards) 
and give incident 
reports of coyotes 
that were sick or 
had mange. 

To report a coy- 
ote sighting on- 
line, users can 
access the report- 
ing form through 
the map, which 
can be accessed 
by visiting 
extdev.map- 
stest.missis- 
sauga.ca/portal/a 
pps/webap- 
pviewer/index.ht 
ml?id=8a129086 


5£c9457a9535830 
ac6607626. 
Residents can 


still continue to 


report coyote 
sightings (includ- 
ing sick/injured 
and other animals 
posing a risk to 
the public) by 
calling 311 or Ani- 
mal Services dis- 
patch at (905) 
615-3000. 

Residents are 
asked not to feed 
coyotes (includ- 
ing any other 
wildlife) as it is 
prohibited under 
the Animal Care 
and Control By- 
law and is often 
linked to bold be- 
haviour. 


Last week, along- 
side Premier Ford 
and Minister of 
Transportation 
Caroline Mulroney, 
I was pleased to an- 
nounce that our 
government is es- 
tablishing a _ task 
force to improve 
provincial oversight 
of the towing indus- 
try. 

Most tow truck 
operators in On- 


tario are responsi- 
ble and play a 
critical role in keep- 
ing our roadways 
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safe, which is why 
we are committed 
to ensuring a higher 
standard for the 
tow truck industry 
and are looking at 
ways to provide 
greater oversight of 
the industry to keep 
our roads and high- 


ways among the 
safest in North 
America. 

However, recent 


reported incidents 
of violence in the 
towing _ industry, 
targeting both own- 
ers and operators, 


—e— 


as well as the pub- 
lic, has been cause 
for significant con- 
cern. 

When Ontarians 
find themselves 
stranded on_ the 
side of the road, 
they need to know 
their calls will be 
answered by towing 
service providers 
who act safely, eth- 
ically and within 
the law. 

That’s why the 
task force’s review 
will help us deter- 
mine tougher stan- 
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Addressing Concerns in The Trucking Industry 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


dards for the indus- 
try as part of our 
government's com- 
mitment to build 
safer communities. 

Additionally, the 
task force will re- 
view a number of 
topics related to the 
towing industry, in- 
cluding _ potential 
provincial oversight 
of safety, consumer 
protection, im- 
proved _ industry 
standards, training 
and _— background 
checks. 

This will help in- 
form continued on- 
going work in 
developing a regu- 
latory model, in- 
creasing safety and 
enforcement, clari- 
fying protections 
for consumers, im- 
proving industry 
standards and con- 
sider tougher 
penalties for viola- 
tors. 

The task force will 
work — collabora- 
tively with our 
policing partners 


including the On- 
tario Provincial Po- 
lice, and 
representatives 
from across the 
spectrum of gov- 
ernment, including 
the Ministry of 
Transportation, the 
Ministry of the So- 
licitor General, the 
Ministry of Govern- 
ment and _ Con- 
sumer Services, the 
Ministry of Munici- 
pal Affairs and 
Housing, the Min- 
istry of Labour, 
Training and Skills 
Development and 
the Ministry of Fi- 
nance. 

Once the task 
force has developed 
proposals for dis- 
cussion and com- 
ment, it will be 
consulting with in- 
dustry, municipali- 
ties, and_ public 
safety experts. 

As part of our 
end-to-end review, 
we are also consid- 
ering opportunities 
for: increased con- 


sumer protection 
against the first-to- 
scene unethical 


business practices, 
insurance savings 
through a_ crack- 
down on insurance 
fraud rings, im- 
proved consumer 
choice for  pay- 
ments and repairs, 
and ways to im- 
prove our trans- 
portation system by 
clearing accidents 
more quickly in 
order to minimize 
lane reductions and 
reduce congestion 
on our highways. 
For more infor- 
mation on how we 
are working to ad- 
dress issues in the 
towing industry to 
maintain public 
safety, bring crimi- 
nals and bad actors 
within the industry 
to justice, and pro- 
mote consumer 
confidence, visit my 
website at sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 
my office at 1-800- 
265-1603. 


The Show Must Go On: 
Canadian Small Business 
Women Hosts Virtual 
Summer Conference 


Canadian Small 
Business Women 
will host a Virtual 
Summer Business 
Conference this Sat- 
urday, July 11, cre- 
ating a platform for 
entrepreneurs and 
business enthusi- 
asts to gain valuable 
experience from 
peas speakers, 
subject-matter ex- 
perts and a vendor 
exposition. 

As in-person 
events slowly make 
a comeback, virtual 
events continue to 
be the preferred al- 
ternative, making it 
easier to keep fol- 
lowing health proto- 
cols and ensuring 
the safety of indi- 
viduals. 


While businesses 
are slowly re-open- 
ing, changes in reg- 
ulations and 
practices are being 
effected due _ to 
COVID-19. 

How to adapt to 
the current situa- 
tion, what is effi- 
cient, what tools 
and approaches to 
use - this confer- 
ence brings together 
experts to provide 
unique and useful 
information to hel 
entrepreneurs an 
enthusiasts succeed 
in these uncertain 


times. 
This event will fea- 
ture a_ keynote 


speech from Lori 
Pelzer; followed by 
breakout sessions 


with subject-matter 
experts, including 
Jennifer Cunning- 
ham, Candace 
Huntly, Jacqueline 
C. Roberts, Katia 
Ravé, and Sharon 
Shannon; a vendor 
exposition, and one- 
on-one networking 
sessions, from 
12:30-5 p.m. 

Tickets are avail- 
able online, starting 
from $23. More in- 
formation about the 
event and_ ticket 
sales are available 
by visiting canadi- 
ansmallbusiness- 
women.ca or 
facebook.com/Cana 
dianSmallBusiness- 
Women. 
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by Catherine Soplet 


A Council motion 
is meaningless, 
without a model 
for action. 

Peel Region's 
story to recognize 
climate crisis be- 
gins just about a 
year ago. In June 
2019, Brampton 
and Mississauga 
joined more than 
400 Canadian mu- 
nicipalities in de- 


claring climate 
change an emer- 
gency. 

Following _ stu- 
dent delegations 
from Camilla 
Street Public 


School in Missis- 
sauga, and Harold 
M. Braithwaite 
Secondary School 
in Brampton, local 
Peel Region mo- 
tions were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Action was 
needed then in 
2019. That Sep- 
tember, students 
and others were 
stepping up and 
stepping out in 
global marches in- 
spired by Swedish 
teen environmen- 
talist Greta Thun- 
berg. 

Now, with 
COVID-19 health 
and safety proto- 
cols imposed this 
past March, social 
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distancing is in- 
hibiting mass con- 
gregations. 

"We need boots 
on the ground and 
bytes in the cloud," 
said Alice Cassel- 
man, the founder 
and president of 
environmental re- 
search charity 
ACER Canada. 

Since 1987, ACER 
has overseen com- 
munity tree plant- 
ings for climate 
change research. 
ACER is the pre- 
ferred school yard 


tree planting 
agency of Missis- 
sauga's One Mil- 
lion Trees 
program. 

ACER ~~ Canada 


reaches to the 
cloud when it posts 
annual standard- 
ized tree measure- 
ments which are 
collected from geo- 
tagged specimens 
and shared inter- 
nationally with 
global scientists. 
Action is needed 
even more now, in 
the context of the 
global pandemic. 
Through its 
stakeholder collab- 
orations for Project 
Crossroads, ACER 
mapped social data 
maps to compare 
low tree canopies 


—e— 


with unmet needs, 
higher __ policing, 
higher newcomer 
residency and 
lower income. 

The project, titled 
"Climate justice 
science, for trees 
and for people,” 
believes that those 
who least con- 
tribute to environ- 
mental 
degradation suffer 
the most from im- 
poverishment, and 
are thereby most 
subject to extreme 
weather events, 
such as smog, heat 
and flooding. 

"Trees are the 
Earth's lungs," says 
Casselman. "We all 
need to breathe." 

This October, 
Casselman is invit- 
ing residents in 
Peel to plant the 
right kind of shade, 
to bring beauty and 
health to people 
living in low-tree 
canopy areas. 

From data map 
overlays created 
with collaborators, 
ACER saw that res- 
idents with the 
greatest unmet 
needs would bene- 
fit the most from 
planting shade 
trees. 

Low shade areas 
also suffer from 
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Non-Profit readies for post-COVID business 


poor health. In the 
past 100 days of 
the pandemic, ill- 
ness by postal code 
underscores these 
same areas are at 
higher risk for in- 
fection and death. 

In a bid to en- 
courage participa- 
tion for the 
initiative, ACER 
created a no-fee 
"Cover Me" emer- 
gency membership 
this past spring. 
The new member- 
ship class recog- 
nizes both climate 
crisis and  pan- 
demic response, 
and offers barrier- 
free connection 
and affiliation to 
people most at risk. 

"The importance 
of social belonging 
is a key learning 
from our pandemic 
lockdown __isola- 
tion,” says Cassel- 
man. 

ACER continues 
to accept tax re- 
ceiptable = dona- 
tions, to better 
fund the Planting 
for Change pro- 
gram to plant trees 
for climate change 
research. 

On June 14, more 
than 30 people at- 
tended ACER's 
first time virtual 
meeting, with 


members joining in 
from BC, Thunder 
Bay and Eastern 
Ontario as well as 
across GTA from 
Durham Region to 


Niagara Falls. 
In addition to 
helping onboard 


meaningful Canada 
Summer Student 
Grants positions, 
the 2020 duties of 


the new Canada 
Student Jobs can- 
didate will see an 


academic paper 
about the impact of 
climate change 
upon mental 
health. 


For more infor- 
mation, visit acer- 
acre.ca. 


Riders using 
Brampton Transit 
may soon find more 
benefits available to 
them, as the city an- 
nounced Monday 
that it had launched 
a loyalty program 
aimed at giving cus- 
tomers free trips. 

The PRESTO loy- 
alty program, an- 
nounced late last 
week, will see free 
rides awarded for 
riders who opt to use 
their PRESTO card 
for contactless pay- 
ment instead of 
cash. 


The trip will award 
free rides once 12 
trips are taken in a 
one-week period, 
from Monday to 
Sunday, using a 
PRESTO card. The 
program is open to 
riders of all ages, the 
city said in a state- 
ment. 

Transfers and fares 
paid on other transit 


service providers 
and discounted GO 
co-fare payments 


will not count to- 
wards the program. 
Weekly passes are 
still available. 


Riders who still 
use cash to pay for 
their trips are en- 
couraged to acquire 
a PRESTO card from 
a Customer Service 
counter at one of the 
city’s major bus ter- 
minals. 

For a limited time 
only, the $6 
PRESTO card fee is 
being waived — one 
card per customer. 
Customer Counters 
at transit terminals, 
with the exception of 
Trinity Common 
Terminal building, 
are open. 


enhanced 
cleaning and sanitiz- 
ing schedule _ re- 


mains in effect, the 
city said, with their 
goal being continued 
disinfection of all 


hard surfaces, oper- 
ator compartments 
and seats every 48 
hours. 

The majority of 
buses are currently 
sanitized every 24 


New loyalty program launches for local transit 


hours. Facilities and 
terminals that have 
hard surfaces are 
wiped down and 
sanitized on a daily 
basis. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Leone, Harjai guest as Bollywood Monster 
Mashup goes online 


by Alex Gregory 
International 
superstars’ will 
connect directly 
with fans 
through virtual 
chats, online per- 
formances and 
more as Missis- 
sauga's largest 
South Asian fes- 
tival moves on- 
line to celebrate 
its tenth anniver- 
sary. 
Bollywood 
Monster Mashup 
will be arriving 
at a screen near 
you on July 24 
and 25, with live 
performances, 
Q&A _ sessions, 
festivities and 
more, as the or- 
ganization __be- 
hind the festival 
takes a different 
approach to en- 
gage audiences 
amidst the global 
pandemic. 
"#StayHome" is 
the name of the 
game, as interna- 
tional Bollywood 
superstars Sunny 
Leone, Arjuna 
Harjai and The 
Meet Bros, along 
with Canadian 
acts from 
throughout the 
country, will per- 
form in a series 
of concerts that 
will be hosted on 


the event's Face- 
book page on 
July 24 and 25. 
The event will 
feature spectacu- 
lar performances 
and online inter- 
action "for peo- 
ple to enjoy from 


the comfort of 
their own 
homes," says 


Vikas Kohli, the 
executive direc- 
tor of MonstrAR- 
Tity Creative 
Community, the 
brainchild _ be- 
hind the festival. 
"We're thrilled to 
complement this 
top Bollywood 
talent with amaz- 
ing Canadian 
artists for our 
virtual stage this 
year, (and) we're 
able to engage 
families with 
workshops in the 
days leading up 
to the concerts. 
We're grateful to 
all our funders, 
collaborators 
and artists for 
helping us bring 
the community 
together through 
the arts during 
times like these.” 

On Friday, July 
24, international 
superstar Sunny 
Leone will be 
featured in spe- 


cial dance per- 


formances and 
will also be par- 
ticipating in a 


live chat with the 
Facebook Live 
audience. Leone, 
a notable star of 
many Bollywood 
films such as 
"Raees" and 
"Ragini MMS 2", 
recently made 
waves in the In- 
dian television 
industry with the 
series “Big Boss” 
and as the host of 
the MTV reality 
s h 0) Ww 
“Splitsvilla”. Ar- 
juna Harjai, a 


critically-ac- 
claimed __Bolly- 
wood composer 
and singer 
known for his hit 
song "Choti 
Choti Gal" (Moti- 
choor Chakna- 
choor) and 
composing "O 
Soniye" (Titoo 
MBA), will also 
hit the stage on 
July 24. 

On Saturday 
July 25, the Meet 
Bros & Khushboo 
Grewal will be 
taking the stage 


on-screen. The 
Meet Bros duo, 
consisting of 


e Meet Bros (above) and Sunny Leone 
( at) will be two of the featur 
anceat the tenth annual Bollywo 


erform- 
lonster 


Mashup, which will be hosted virtually on July 
24 and 25. (Photos Courtesy of MonstrARTity) 


Harmeet and 
Manmeet Singh, 
have’ delivered 
chartbusters 
such as “Lam- 
borghini” (Jai 
Mummy Di), 
“Main Tera 
Boyfriend” 
(Raabta) and 
“Babydoll” 


(Ragini MMS 2) 
among numerous 
hit songs. 

Workshops for 
kids will also be 
hosted in the 
days leading up 
to the concerts 
via Facebook 
Live, beginning 


at 11 a.m. from 


July 20 - 23. The 
workshops _ in- 
clude one-hour 
sessions with ac- 
tivities catering 
to kids. 

The main event 
concerts will 
begin at 6 p.m. 
on July 24 and 
25. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
bollywoodmon- 
stermashup.com 
or on Facebook: 
facebook.com/B 
ollywood- 
Mashup. 
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streaming Radio 24 / 7 


LISTEN 
MUSIC 


Great music from the 
60’s through Today. 


Special Blues music nightly 
Murder Mystery’s overnight 


PEEL 


NEWSTALK 


Your information station 


News, business, lifestyle! Hear from our 
community leaders, politicians and more! 
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Driven to Create - The New Normal 


by E.C. Munson 


Round and 
round, and round 


it goes, 
And where it 
stops, nobody 
knows! 


In the face of 
such upheaval 
and_ uncertainty 
what do you find 
yourself doing, 
what do you no- 
tice others doing? 
How are people 
managing the vast 
amounts of time 
at home, without 
the regular rou- 
tines of work and 
social time? 

People are bak- 
ing, ‘cooking from 
scratch’, starting 
seeds to plant gar- 
dens, turning to 
music, dance, 
yoga, guided med- 
itations, art, writ- 
ing, and even 
turning back to 


hobbies and 
childhood _pas- 
sions. 

Families are 
walking together, 
having evening 
ping feng bouts, 
and igeing out 
those oard 
games. 


There are on- 
line webinars to 
take while school 
is on-line assign- 
ments, consults, 
and projects to 
complete. 

You can find free 
lessons, compli- 
mentary kits and 
downloads for 
adults and chil- 
dren. Or, check 
out and join any 
number of Face- 
book groups to 
share experiences 
and trade infor- 
mation. 

People live- 
stream or Zoom 
with music jams, 
hold meetings, at- 
tend Open Stu- 
dios for work with 
other artists, visit 
with friends and 
family on Face- 


time, and take art 
lessons or work- 
shops through so- 
cial media. 
Parking Lot 
Cafes in real time 
are noticeable 
where cars are 
pulled up near 
each other, win- 
dows put down, 
and, correctly dis- 
tanced, people 
can chat in real 
time over a coffee 
or tea, maybe 
even a_ burger. 
The need for so- 
cial contact with 
others is real and 
it is being met. 
But back to the 
flowering, so to 
speak, of all these 
creative-expres- 
sive activities. 
This is a mass 
movement _rip- 
pling across the 
world of people 
going inside of 
themselves, of 
personal journeys 
into the centre of 
being, and the ex- 


plorations of 
inner realms. 

As above, so 
Below, 

As Within, so 
Without 

Peeling back lay- 
ers of an onion is 
akin to the 


processes artists 
go through, not 
without tears and 
sometimes akin to 
an endurance test. 
Perhaps this is a 
time to turn to the 
artists and won- 
der about their 
experiences of 
creation and why, 
just why, they are 
driven to create! 
‘What am I feel- 
ing, and how is 
that filtered 
through my daily 
existence? Who 
even cares, where 
can that energy be 
expressed, when 
and how will it 
manifest, and 
why, oh why, did I 
ever think I 


needed to be an 
artist?’ 

The inner prob- 
ing and plumbing 
O Pee 
depths that pro- 
vides the impetus 
to create requires 
fortitude and hon- 
esty to continue 
the journey of 
knowing one’s 
self. It requires 
space and time, 
lots of reflective 
time. And we all 
are certainly fac- 
ing a lot of that in 
the past several 
weeks. 

Perhaps those 
artists’ journeys 
are valuable then, 
not only for the 
artists on those 
paths, but for the 
clues of hope they 
offer all of us on 
how to make 
Meaning out of 
chaos and _ find 
significance in our 
lives. 

Our collectivity, 
as shown by our 
societal infra- 
structures, the 
daily routines 
which govern our 
lives, the grand 
backdrop of any 
one culture’s 
gestalt or ethos, is 
rarely thrown into 
our faces as boldly 
aS we are experi- 
encing it today. 

Weare con- 
fronting big truths 
about our effect 
on the environ- 
ment with physi- 
cal excesses and 
the impact we 
have on_ each 
other through our 
governments, 
economics, and 
social lifestyles. 

It was over 
There, but now 
it’s Here 

So, maybe were 
all connected 

All of this is 
‘grist for the mill’ 
or a_ creative 
mind. This is how 
art, music, drama, 


dance, and litera- 
ture function in a 
society. They are 
the mirrors that 
allows us to see 
what is happenin 
on symbolic and 
deeply rich levels. 

These rear-view 
and crazy-house 
mirrors portray 
what is_ there, 
what has_hap- 
pened, and some- 
times they 
become akin to 
crystal balls, striv- 
ing to see what 
lies ahead. 

Mirror, mirror, 
on the wall, 

WHAT is fairest 
for us all? 

Exploring these 
thoughts with 
Michele  John- 
ston, an Expres- 
sive Artist 
Facilitator in 
southern Ontario, 
led us both to 
some interesting 
‘aha’ moments. 

We _ both per- 
ceived the pace of 
life leading up to 
the pandemic as 
frenzied for most 
people and that 
many of them 
coped with 
‘numbing’ activi- 
ties or habits. 
And then abruptly 
those super- 
charged and 
jammed _ sched- 
ules changed, ex- 
cept for the 
front-line work- 
ers. 

Now with the 
phases of reopen- 
ing our schedules 
are adapting yet 
again. 

Initially, when 
faced with more 
time and yet more 
uncertainties, 
what were people 
to do? We saw a 
proliferation of 
resources _ being 
shared for how to 
live more com- 
fortably, sanely, 
and creatively to- 
gether. 


—o- 


People explored 
widely with e- 
learning, shared 
creative activities 
such as_ bread 
baking and plan- 
ning for hawie 
cooked meals, 
played music, 
started gardens, 
caught up on 
home repairs, and 
had time for lots 
of organizing. 

We _ discussed 
that art too, in its 
broadest sense as 
Michele sees it, is 
another way to 
maintain balance, 
to help bring us 
back into the mo- 
ment. 

Music and dance 
can unify and up- 
lift groups of peo- 
ple. From_ the 
windows _ being 
thrown open and 
people singing to- 
gether in Italy to 
on-line perform- 
ances of musi- 
cians from around 
the world, the 
human response 
is to create mean- 
ing and share ex- 
periences. 

The polarities of 
how scary change 
can be becomes 
balanced in a 
strange sense by 
the power that we 
unleash when, in 
Michele’s words, 
we can ‘step into 
more trust, and 
move out of our 
comfort zone’. 

We all can see 
the evidence of 
how like-minded 
people are coming 
together with spe- 
cial on-line 
groups, social 
media, and mee- 
tups. She firmly 
believes we bene- 
fit from ‘holding 
space with people 
who are centered 
and grounded.’ 

Will we continue 
to ‘flip the script’, 
as Michele says, 
for there surely 


are new responses 
we are learning to 
make. We pause, 
each thinking into 
the silence, and 
then I wonder 
aloud, ‘what will 
shake loose, what 
will we find’? The 
image in my mind 
is of panning for 
gold. 

Michele contin- 
ues her thoughts 
about the people 
we surround our- 
selves with and 
how we need to 
create a con- 
tainer, or have 
boundaries, for 
that sense of 
safety, to set up 
routines. “We can 
move forward 
more confidently 
then into our new 
‘normal’, _ being 
guides and men- 
tors for each other 
along the way.” 

Truly, the art of 
living is more di- 
rectly in our 
hands than it has 
been for a long 
time. 

Let the dance of 
life continue and 
may we all find 


who to ‘hold 
space’ with and 
how to. make 


meaning out of 
what we face, our- 
selves within and 
for the world 
without. 


Driven to Create 
is a column writ- 
ten by Connie 
Munson, local 
photographer, 
artist, and writer, 
which she has de- 
veloped for art- 
fully exploring 
‘the meaning of 
life’. She is a di- 
rector on_ the 
board of Headwa- 
ters Arts, which 
has their galler 
in the Alton Mill 
Arts Centre in 
Caledon. 
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#ApartTogether: Stories of Caledon Public Library hosts 
Summer Reading Challenge 


COVID-19 in Mississauga 


Mississauga, like the world 
around us, has been hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mississauga Arts Council, 
Heritage Mississauga, Mis- 
sissauga Writers Group and 
Peel Weekly News have all 
joined together to start up a 
new writing contest this 
summer! 

So often when something 
major happens, we write 
about it later or never. Now 
is the time to write about 
how people in Mississauga 
are surviving the pandemic. 

In 500 words, tell us your 
story. Make it part of our 
history. Select stories will 
be published in Peel Weekly 


News, saved in the archives 
of Heritage Mississauga and 
eligible for three cash 
prizes! 

Mississauga Arts Council 
is offering three prizes; 1st 
place $250, 2nd place $150, 
and 3rd place $100. 

Mississauga Writers 
Group is producing their an- 
nual anthology where your 
story could be published for 
everyone to see. 

Peel Weekly News will be 
featuring these stories dur- 


ing the month of July. 
Share your history. Send 
your story to 


newsdesk @peeldailynews. 
com. 


Caledon Public 
Librarys Adult 
Summer Reading 
Challenge (ASRC) 
is inviting resi- 
dents to try a vari- 
ety of fun tasks for 
a chance to win a 
gift card from a 
local business each 
week! 

“We like to think 
of this year’s ASRC 
as a literary com- 
petition of commu- 
nity and kindness,” 
says Megan 
Renkema, CPL In- 
formation Services 
Manager. “Not 
only are you en- 
couraged to read 
books in an assort- 
ment of genres, 
each of our win- 
ners will be sup- 
porting a_ local 
business when they 
redeem their gift 
card.” 


CALEDON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The community 
can win gift cards 
from a variety of 
local businesses 
within the Bolton- 
Caledon area, in- 
cluding Butter & 
Cup; Caledon Hills 
Brewing Company; 
Caledon Hills Cy- 
cling; Villa Caledon 
Inn; Dolce Ris- 
torante; Forster’s 
Book Garden; 
Gabe’s Country 
Bake Shoppe and 
many more. 

“Our idea was to 
support local busi- 


nesses during 
these unprece- 
dented times,” 


added Mary Maw, 
the Library’s com- 
munications & 
community devel- 
opment Manager. 
“We are just so 
overwhelmed with 
the generosity of all 


businesses, espe- 
cially the ones who 
donated the gift 
cards.” 
Weekly chal- 
lenges can found at 
cpl.social/Adult- 
SRC and on CPL’s 


Facebook page. 
Participants com- 
lete an online 


orm to enter each 
week. Prizes will be 
drawn two weeks 
after the beginning 
of each challenge. 
At the end of the 
summer, one 
grand prize winner 
will be awarded a 
gift pack of local 
gift certificates. 
Find out more 
details at cpl.so- 
cial/AdultSRC and 
get started for your 
chance of a 
win/win, for you 
and local busi- 


nesses, today! 


for all reasons 


Celebrating Canada Day: A Canada Quiz 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Happy Canada 
Day, Dufferin-Cale- 
don! 

Although the on- 
going health emer- 
gency means that 
we cannot celebrate 
with the usual in- 
person fanfare of 
the occasion, but it 
is still an opportu- 
nity for our commu- 
nity ‘to come 
together and cele- 
brate what makes 
us uniquely Cana- 
dian. 

In the 153 years 
since Canada’s con- 
federation, and in- 
deed from the 
history of our first 
peoples spanning 
hundreds of years, 
Canada has devel- 
oped rich history 
and deep roots that 
we can all be proud 


of. In honour of the 
occasion, I have 
compiled a series of 
lighthearted trivia 
questions to test 
your knowledge of 
Canada and On- 
tario. 

For example, did 
you know that the 
official motto of On- 
tario is the Latin 
phrase “Ut Incepit 
Fidelis Sic  Per- 
manet”? In English, 
this translates to 
“Loyal She Began, 
Loyal She Re- 
mains”. 

Take your best 
guess at some of the 
following questions: 

1)Who was On- 
tario’s first Prime 
Minister? 

2) How many 
points does the 
maple leaf on the 


Canadian flag have? 

3) What is the 
name of Ontario’s 
flag? 

4) What famous 
Canadian chain 
opened in Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, in 
1964? 

5) What are 
Canada’s national 
sports? 

6) What year did 
the Ontario Legisla- 
ture building open? 

7) What is 
Canada’s oldest 
city? 

8) How many time 
zones does Canada 
have? As a bonus: 
how many of those 
are in Ontario? 

9) How many Pre- 
miers has Ontario 
had? 

10) You probably 
know that Ontario’s 


official flower is the 
Trillium. But what 
is its official tree? 
For the answers to 
these questions, 


visit my website at 
sylviajonesmpp.ca. 
I hope that every- 
one was able to take 
some time during 


Canada Day to cele- 
brate the strength of 
our community and 
the many reasons 
we have to. be 
thankful for living 
in as wonderful of a 
country as Canada. 
As a reminder, if 
you have any ques- 


tions about our gov- 
ernment’s contin- 
ued response to the 
COVID-19 health 
emergency, please 
feel free to visit my 
website or call my 
office at 1-800-265- 
1603. 
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Do’s and Don'ts For Wearing Face Masks 


by Dr. Harshinder Kaur, MD 


When it comes to 
wearing a face mask, 
what are the do’s and 
dont’s? 

Have we consid- 
ered which mask is 
right for our health 
and safety, that pro- 
tect us from the 
virus? 

Here are some 
common questions 
and answers for your 
health and safety: 


Q) Which mask is 
correct for me? 

A) Acotton cloth 
mask is good for 
common people, but 
it must have a double 
layer. 

People have made 
masks a symbol of 
beauty by wearing 
lime or mesh masks. 
Some people wear 
masks under the chin 
or outside the nose. 
Some N-95 masks 
are worn indoors. 

All these trends are 
wrong. The mask's 
job is to protect you 
and others from each 
other. A single layer 
is unable to stop the 
virus from spreading 
because it allows the 
virus to pass through 
easily. 

Look at the mask in 
the light. If you can 
see through it, then it 
needs a stronger fil- 
ter. 

It is also essential to 
make sure that the 
mask allows you to 
breathe easily. That 
is why a double cot- 
ton cloth mask is ex- 
cellent for the general 
public. 


Q) Is it necessary to 
take zinc? 

A) Zine mineral 
gives cells the power 
to fight bacteria and 
viruses. The genetic 
material of these cells 
is DNA. 


It helps in the for- 
mation of, helps in 
wound healing, stim- 
ulates sniffing and 
taste cells and also 
helps in the growth 
and development of a 
baby. 

Zinc is usually ab- 
sorbed into the body 
through a daily diet, 
but if someone has 
had a stomach or 
bowel operation, is 
drinking too much 
alcohol, has intes- 
tinal inflammation, 
has Crohn's disease 
or is eating a pure 
vegetarian diet, they 
may be lacking in 
zinc. 

Zinc helps protect 
the skin from viruses 
and bacteria, as well 
as acne. Zinc also 
helps to cure colds 
quickly. Zinc has also 
been shown to play a 
role in maintaining 
the health of your 
eyes. 

Excessive intake of 
zinc (more than 40 
mg) can cause stom- 
ach cramps, 
headaches, nausea, 
weak immune system 
function, etc. 


Q) Aren't sanitizers 
harmful? 

A) In the United 
States, the FDA has 
issued a warning that 
methanol is being 
added to many sani- 
tizers and is being 
sold with 80 per cent 
alcohol, which can 
cause severe damage 
to the hands, nausea, 
headaches, 

It can cause blurred 
vision, vision loss, 
seizures, blindness, 
nerve damage, etc. 
That is why it is bet- 
ter to wash your 
hands with soap. 


Q) How many 
times a day should 


furniture (chairs and 
tables) be cleaned? 

A) All the doors and 
windows of the house 
should be opened 
once a day to get 
some air. To prevent 
germ spread, clean- 
ing must be done 
once a day, especially 
handles, mobile 
phones, etc. Items 
coming in from the 
outside should be 
sanitized. 


Q) What should I 
do after recovering 
from the virus? 

A) After discharge 
from the _ hospital, 
many patients start 
feeling _ physically 
weak. Many can feel 
mentally weak as 
well. If that is the 
case, they should 
seek a psychiatrist's 
advice so that they 
can get back to a reg- 
ular routine quickly. 


Q) What is the 
cause of COVID-19 
case growth in ado- 
lescents? 

A) Younger adults 
(20 to 39 years old) 
are becoming dispro- 
portionately affected 
in some countries 
due to not wearing 
masks, not keeping a 
full distance from 
each other and going 
out of the house. 
About two million 
young people _be- 
tween the ages of 18 
and 29 in the United 
States currently suf- 
fer from COVID-19. 


Q) Should I wear a 
mask in the car? 

A)It is better to 
wear a mask in the 
car if there are other 
strangers. If you are 
alone and your car 
windows are closed, 
according to the US 
Department of Public 


Health, the mask 
should not be worn at 
all because it has the 
potential to cause 
slippage, which can 
cause distraction 
and/or an accident. 
This can also cause 
your glasses to be- 
come blurred due to 
the heat breath pro- 
duces from under the 
mask. 


Q) What food is the 
best to boost immu- 
nity? 

A) Berries, water- 
melon, mushrooms, 
wheat, spinach, sug- 
arcane, broccoli (rich 
in Vitamin A and C), 
carrot, soybeans, 
chicken, pomegran- 
ate, ginger (in tea or 
vegetables), cashews 
or almonds are all 
good options. 


Q) Is there an effec- 
tive medicine for 
COVID-19? 

A) So far, only es- 
tablished medicines 
used in other ail- 
ments are being 
tested. Some of their 
effects are more visi- 


ble to some patients 
and less to others. No 
such research has yet 
claimed to be 100 per 
cent effective as to 
which medicine 
would be right for 
each patient. So far, 
no single drug has 
been proven to cure 
all types of the virus. 


Q) What effect does 
COVID-19 have on 
diabetics? 

A) The virus has a 
harmful effect on di- 
abetics. In some 
cases, the blood 
sugar level rises due 
to stress, and in some 
patients, due to the 
virus. The virus also 
impairs the function- 
ing of the pancreas. 
That is why those 
who already have di- 
abetes are more af- 
fected. 

Adverse effects 
have also been re- 
ported in those who 
are pre-diabetic. 


Q) What effect does 
COVID-19 have on 
heart patients? 

A) A study of hun- 


dreds of COVID-19 
patients so far has 
found that those with 
pre-existing _ heart 
problems have a ten- 
fold increased risk of 
coronary heart dis- 
ease. The causes are 
not just heart dis- 
ease, but fear and 
stress. 


Q) Can a COVID-19 
attack again after 
having the virus? 

A) According to re- 
search done in a hos- 
pital in China, 
COVID-19 antibodies 
are eliminated from 
the body within two 
to three months. The 
study selected 37 pa- 
tients who ad 
COVID-19 but no 
symptoms, and 37 
patients who had to 
be hospitalized due 
to serious illness. 


This article was 
written by Dr. 
Harshinder’ Kaur, 
MD, India, in Pun- 
jabi, and translated 
in English by Surjit 
Singh Flora. 
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Canada Day Contest 
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Feelings and Thoughts on What 
Canada Means to Me 


by Norma Nicholson 


Fifty years this 
past February, I 
immigrated to 
this wonderful 
land that is Glori- 
ous and Free. 

In 1969, on a 
very cold October 
night, I was one 
of Air Canada’s 
new customers 
who arrived at 
Pearson Interna- 
tional Airport. 

The federal gov- 
ernment opened 
up the opportu- 
nity for minority 
women to come 
to this vast and 
wide country as 
nannies to work 
with families and 
their children. 

I escaped from 
a life of abject 
poverty and hor- 
rific abuse to live 
with a family who 
supported me 
through past 
trauma and ad- 
justment to a new 


country. I was 
granted amazing 
opportunities to 
learn new skills 
and attend adult 
night classes to 
increase my edu- 
cation. 

I learned how to 
dream big! 

Now, having a 
master’s degree 
in Adult Educa- 
tion along with 
forty- six years of 
practicing nurs- 
ing in a variety of 
healthcare — sec- 
tors, my _ goals 
have unfolded in 
awesome ways! 

I reflect on two 
of my biggest ac- 
complishments: 
collaborating 
with community 
partners and our 


provincial gov- 
ernment to de- 
velop and 
manage the 


healthcare for in- 
carcerated youth 


by Ishrat Azim Chowdhury 
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in the largest 
youth custody fa- 
cility in Ontario, 
and becoming 
one of the Chairs 
of the Region of 
Peel Police Serv- 
ices Board. 

I have been a 


powerful contrib- 
utor to communi- 
ties by bringing 


leadership and 
commitment for 
growth and 


change by volun- 
teering hundreds 
of hours to give 


back. Now a re- 
tired nurse and 
three time-pub- 
lished author, I 
use tools from 
my  books_ to 
mentor youth 
and advocate for 
them to reach 


their potential. 

I am happy and 
very humbled to 
call Canada my 
Forever Home 
and will love it 
until I die. 
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Canada - Stand on Guard for Thee | 


We are all together as 
one nation 

We love thee and 
guard thee 


With all our respect 
and strength 
To protect thee as we 


| should be! 


Thou are a vast coun- 
and 


Clear water flows like 
dazzling silver. 

Echoing mountains 
stand majestically 

Woods, forest and 
prairies adore thee. 


Thou are blessed with 
four seasons 
They come and go all 


the year round. 
Fall adores thee with 
different colours 
Like rainbows 
from the ground. 


rise 


Winter blankets thee 
with white snow 

To represent you, 
pure and silvery glow! 


Spring and summer 
come with _ singing 
birds 

Lush green leaves 
with blooming flowers. 


Our National Anthem 
we all sing together 

It inspires us pro- 
foundly to love thee 
forever. 


We have just cel- 
ebrated Canada’s 
153rd ___ birthday. 
How was it for 

ou? 

Did you celebrate 
the country we are 
in and the free 
health benefits? 
Did you celebrate 
our feeling of 
safety here — so 
many other coun- 
tries don’t have 
that. 

The COVID-19 
pandemic has hit 
sO many countries 
in the world, and 
so many have han- 
dled it differently. 
Are you happy 
with how our gov- 
ernment handled 
everything? 

Not everythin 
was perfect an 
there might have 
been so much that 
didn’t work, but 
they did their best. 

Look south of the 
border and ask 
yourself what the 
differences are. 
Whose _ govern- 
ment would you 
applaud? 


PDN July 9, 2020_Layout 1 7/9/2020 9:51 AM Page 24 


You are here, so 
appreciate what 
they are doing for 
you. They do for 


our country not for 
their leader. It is 
time. 


There is a time 
coming where we 
will be coming to- 
gether and free to 
mix with our 
neighbours again. 
There will be a 
need for caution 
there. People have 
lost their jobs or 
have had to change 
from going to an 
office to working 
from home. 

How have you 
handled this? 
Times make 
changes that we 
don’t always want 
but we have to ad- 
just to what is new 


and different. 
How have you 
done? 


The world has 
basically stopped 
in these last few 
months and now 
we are hearing ac- 
tivity but not like it 
was. Businesses 


—e— 


are coming alive 
but not all of them. 

Some didn’t sur- 
vive and the ones 
that did, things 
had to change. 
They showed a dif- 
ference. 

Did you see how 
they changed? We 
are affected by 
those changes — 
maybe not imme- 
diately but in the 
future. How will 
we accommodate 
the changes? 

Our health sys- 
tem has worked 
overtime to keep 
us going. In cer- 
tain circumstances 
we found it wasn’t 
good enough or 
was totally over- 
worked. Our army 
was sent in. 

They saw it and 
weren't afraid to 
speak out. At 
times, we need to 
have things fall 
apart to repair 
them again. They 
helped in that. 

The hospitals, 
doctors, and our 
front-line workers 


July 9, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 24 


Celebrating Canada’s Birthday 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


went far beyond 
what was expected 
of them. They 
stepped up and we 
started to see them 
as our helpers not 
just invisible work- 
ers. Our truckers, 
delivery people, 
and store workers 
had to put them- 
selves out there to 
help us. 

Did you see that? 

Canada, there 


have been times 


when we_ have 
been asked to do 
as helpers too and 
for our population 
but it did hit us 
harder this time. 
We are all part of 
the whole here. 
This is our coun- 
try, The True 
North strong and 
free! Our home 
and native land! 
We have as a pop- 
ulation our True 
patriot love in all 


thy sons 
mand. 

Canada, with 
glowing hearts we 
see thee _ rise. 
From far and wide, 
O Canada, we 
stand on guard for 
thee. 

From now and 
always, God keep 
our land glorious 
and free! O 
Canada, we stand 
on guard for thee 
today and always. 


com- 


Music duo gives back to seniors’ homes 


Award-winning 


Artists Matt 
Zaddy and 
Heather Christine 


(known as_ the 
duo River North) 
have teamed up 
with Nurse Next 


Mississauga _ to 
bring music to 
seniors this sum- 
mer. 


This unique 


partnership was 
launched in June 
2020 and has in- 


cluded perform- 
ances for seniors 
in Streetsville at 
Credit River Re- 
tirement Resi- 
dences and at 
Port Credit Resi- 
dences. River 


North will con- 
tinue to perform 
several dates for 
seniors in the 
months to come. 
To show their 
appreciation for 
Nurse Next Door 
Mississauga, 
River North will 
be hosting a free 
virtual concert on 


Facebook Live 
this Sunday, July 
12 at 7 p.m. 


The concert will 
include a mix of 
original and pop- 
ular music with 
featured Retro 
songs from the 
50’s and 60’s. 
Watch the event 
live on Facebook. 


“We are pleased 
to support Matt 
and Heather and 
share their uplift- 
ing music with 
those in our com- 
munity that need 
it most,” explains 
Nurse Next Door 
Mississauga 
Owner Lucie 
Shaw. “At their 
performance last 
week, there were 
about 25-plus 
residents that 
came out to enjoy 
our River North’s 
’Concert in the 
Courtyard’ at Port 


Credit Resi- 
dences. Other 
residents were 


enjoying the con- 


cert from their 
balcony seats. 
Numerous people 
walking by and on 
bike rides also 
stopped and en- 
joyed the show. 
Music has_ the 
special ability to 
spread joy, and 
we are so pleased 
to work with Matt 
and Heather to 
help uplift sen- 
iors during the 
Pandemic." 

For more infor- 
mation or to 
watch the con- 
cert, visit the 
event page at 
facebook.com/Ri 
verNorthCanada. 
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Thumbnail Sketches: Angie Coleman 


by E.C. Munson 


“The facts 
ma’am,__ nothing 
but the facts.” 

That is how it 
started; Angie 
Coleman was one 
of the first police- 
women on_ the 
road for Peel Re- 
gion. While she 
was there she was 
tasked with com- 
pleting several sus- 
pect composite 
drawings. 

Since retirement 
from policing and 
her later teaching 
position of the Po- 
lice Officer Foun- 
dations Course at 
Sheridan College, 
Angie moves back 
and forth between 
Ontario and the 
south of France 
where she spends 
several months 
each year painting. 

It does not take a 
detective to dis- 
cover that there 
has been the one 
constant thread in 
Angie’s life: find- 
ing new forms for 
her creative ex- 

ressive energy. 

F Se deseribed as 
a doodler in her 
adolescent years 
who used to sketch 
classmates while 
standing in line as 
a Grade 6 student, 


Angie’s creative 
trajectory as an 
artist is diverse 
and filled with 
many experiences. 
She and a friend 
met at Sheridan 
College studyin 
reflexology, an 
discovered a mu- 
tual interest in art. 


They learned 
about leather mask 
making, made 


spirit masks, and 
gave workshops. 
This led to a 
show, Spirit 
Masks, at Beaux 
Arts Gallery in 
Brampton in the 
mid 1990’s and 
later on in Caledon 
East another show 
on mask media. 
With enthusiasm 
for the research as 
much at the artis- 
tic execution, her 
leather masks were 
also used in ballet 
productions. 
Along the way 
Angie picked up 
jewellery making 
while teaching at 
Sheridan College. 
Her daughter’s ca- 
reer, as a_ ballet 
mistress in 
Bermuda, led her 
to painting the 
pointe shoes that 
they sold at In Mo- 
tion’s annual Nut- 


cracker Christmas 
auctions. 

Angie currently 
works in acrylic, 
oils, oils and cold 
wax, creates in- 
triguing sculptures 
with the found ma- 
terials of grapevine 
roots and clay, and 
fashions unique 
walking sticks. 

Portraiture is a 
love of hers, alon 
with abstracts, an 
stylized, interpre- 
tative works. 

A member of var- 
ious arts groups 
over the years, in- 
cluding the Police 
Artists of Peel, 
Credit River Arti- 
sans, Beaux Arts 
Brampton, and 
Headwaters Arts, 
the exploring and 
learning involved 
with artistic ex- 
pression continue 
to pull her for- 
ward. She accepts 
commissions and 
invites people to 
enjoy her work on 
IG @wookienanny 
and her Facebook 
page, Angie’s 
Saudade. 

Curious if and 
how she finds it 
different when 
painting in France, 
Angie commented 
that ... “The light is 


beautiful (there), I 
have the time, and Under Heaven 
Ihave to be inthe all can see beauty 
mood. I think I’m _ as... 

freer in my style Creating, yet not 


Ching, Chapter 2. 


when I’m _ in_ possessing 
France. I experi- Working, yet not 
ment more.” taking credit 

She likes a quota- Guiding, without 
tion from Lao _ interfering 
Tzu’s Tao’ Te 


May we all enjoy 
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our journeys and 
find them as fruit- 
ful as Angie does. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit 
Angie’s website on 
Instagram 
(@wookienanny) 
or email her at 
wookienanny@hot 
mail.com. 
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Pride Month goes online in Brampton 


Pride Month was 
celebrated in 
Brampton _ this 
past week... with a 
twist, as normal 
programming 
moved online. 

The city’s annual 
Pride Month fes- 
tivities, coinciding 
with the raising of 
the rainbow flag at 
facilities through- 
out the region, 
transitioned to a 
virtual experience 
this year, with ac- 
tivities and events 
that were hosted 


from July 5 - 11. 

On Sunday (July 
5), Brampton’s 
third annual Pride 
in the Square re- 
turned in a “vir- 
tual edition”, 
featuring a lineup 
of online enter- 
tainment. For 
more information 
or to watch online, 
vis i t 
facebook.com/gar 
densquarebramp- 
ton. 

On Wednesday, 
residents tuned in 
to Instagram Live 


(instagram.com/c 
ulturebrampton) 
for an_ inspira- 
tional talk from 
comedian and 
writer Brandon 
Ash-Mohammed, 
an award-winning 
creator and come- 


dian. 
This evening 
(Thursday, July 


9), The Rose The- 
atre will present 
This is Brampton: 
Live Online, start- 
ing at 7:30 p.m. on 
facebook.com/the 

rosebrampton, 


featuring perform- dance party, and 
ances celebrating tune in to the on- 
Pride Month. line events all 


“This year, were week!” For more 
taking Brampton’s 
Pride events on- 
line to keep the 
community 
healthy and safe,” 
said Brampton 
councillor Paul Vi- 
cente earlier this 
week. “Create a 
celebration at 
home with your 
family — you can 


order takeout 
from local restau- 
rants, have a 


—o- 


information, visit 
the event website: 
brampton.ca/prid 
e. 


ies 
source For Local News Storie 


ree 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Advertise With Us ! 
Your Local newspaper! 
Put your business in front of our 
estimated 20,000 readers ! 


Your PEEL 


